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An afternoon of 
fright on campus 


Jasmin Pastrana photo 
Nathan Mireles, dressed as a jester, was one of 
the Halloween ghouls that took over the Sports 


and Fitness Center for Halloween on Nov. 2. 
See Halloween page 16 
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Student Senate lets 


down some members 
Mas 25 a 


I’m ambitious and I wanted to do big 
things with it. I thought it would be 


Club vice president 
says budget cuts 
biased 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
News Editer 


Less than one month after elec- 
tions, Student Senate members are 
expressing concern about the per- 
formance of the organization. 

“T'm ambitious and I wanted to do 
big things with it. I thought it would 
be more serious,” Student Senator 
Chris Simon said. 

This is Simon's first semester 
serving as a student senator. 

Simon joined the Student Senate 
because he has aspirations of becom- 
ing a politician and hoped to address 
areas of concern of the NECC student 
body, he said. 

The Student Senate represents the 
student body and Northern Essex 
Community College, according to the 
Student Senate Web site. 

Student senators also represent 
students on various issues and con- 
cems, recommend a spending plan 


War veteran receives warm 
welcome from college 


Francisco Urena 
makes time to help 


other veterans 


By Rosin CZIFRIK 
Contributing Reporter 


Asnapshot of a soldier in his dark- 

colored uniform dominates a page of 
Latin Faces magazine. It isn’t just the 
dignified demeanor with which the 
U.S. Marine stands that captivates 
‘you, but also the seven gleaming 
medals attached to the uniform that 
motivate you to wonder the story 
behind each one. But even if he was to 
tell you his story you couldn’t possi- 
bly comprehend it because you 
weren’t there. And you've never been 
a soldier. 

Francisco Urena understands the 
bond that veterans share. After eight 
years serving his country abroad, the 
U.S. Marine returned to America as 
an Iraq War veteran in May 2006. 
Like others who have dedicated their 
lives to serving our nation, he was 

well aware how difficult returning 
home to civilian life could be. 
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Fortunately, when Urena arrived in 
Lawrence after bravely and selflessly 
dedicating one-third of his young life 
to serving the U.S. overseas, he 
found himself in the midst of a caring 
and supportive community that wel- 
comed and reached out to him in his 
time of uncertainty. 

The month following his return, 
Urena decided to enroll at NECC for 
the summer semester simply because it 
was the local community college. With 
his sights set on the University of 
Minnesota’s travel abroad program, he 
thought he’d complete just one semes- 
ter at the Lawrence campus before 
moving on to his new life. 

When opportunities began present- 
ing themselves locally, however, he 
realized he’d found his new life. First 
off, what he found when he walked into 
NECC was a supportive staff that was 
eager to help the young veteran in tran- 
sition. And that made all the difference. 

“NECC really opened its doors 
when I came out of the service,” Urena 
said. 

Around the same time, he also got 
involved with the Veterans Services 
Office in Lawrence and began volun- 
teering — enthusiastically donating 
over 300 hours of his time within six 


Perfil de un 


Latin Faces magazine photo 
Veteran Francisco Urena 


in Latin Faces magazine. 
months, learning the ropes until a posi- 
tion opened up. 

Now the Director of Veterans 
Services for the City of Lawrence, 27- 
year-old Urena knows quite well that 
many veterans are not so fortunate and 
is dedicated to reaching out and mak- 
ing a difference. 


See College page 7 


more serious. 


-Chris Simon 


for the Student Activities Fund to the 
college president and oversee the stu- 
dent clubs and organizations funded 
by the Student Activities Fund. 

Simon said that he was disap- 
pointed with the Student Senates lack 
of action in becoming aware of stu- 
dent issues and the excessive amount 
of time spent discussing promotional 
items, such as sweaters and name 
badges, at the meetings. 

“The first thing we needed to do 
was jump on the issues. I feel we 
need to get closer to the people. We 
need to find out what we need to do,” 
Simon said of the Student Senate 
tackling the issues concerning stu- 
dents. 

Vice president of. the Student 
Senate, Junior Leal, serving his sec- 


ond year on Senate, agrees with 
Simon on the Senate's performance. 

“Last year we really didn't do 
anything. It's all the same nonsense 
every week,” Leal said. 

Leal also said that the Student 
Senate should take a more proactive 
approach in handling the issues con- 
cerning students. 

“My main thing is speaking with 
the people,” Leal said. 

According to Dina Brown, 
Student Senate adviser and director 
of student engagement, the club 
accomplishes more than they give 
themselves credit for. 

“T personally think they are work- 
ing to accomplish a lot of things. 


See Senators page 6 


Committee findings 
spark faculty concern 


Data Committee for 
Achieving the Dream 
raises questions 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


A discussion on the new student 
success initiative at NECC, presented 
by the Achieving the Dream Data 
Committee on Nov. 5, sparked con- 
cern among faculty members regard- 
ing what the data actually means and 
where it came from. The Data 
Committee is in charge of all the 
overall information and data associat- 
ed with Achieving the Dream. 

Achieving the Dream: 
Community Colleges Count is a 
national initiative aimed at addressing 
the challenge of providing all students, 
particularly low income and students 
of color, with opportunities for aca- 
demic success. 

“Our goals are to help students 
succeed and help them get the cours- 
es they need to complete a program 
and then graduate,” said Tom Fallon, 
Data Committee team leader and dean 


. Joni Quinn photo 
Tom Fallon presents findings 


of the Data Committee. 


of institutional research and planning. 

Fallon presented statistics on 
matters such as the top three courses 
by enrollment last year, percentages 
of male versus female students, suc- 
cess rates of male and female stu- 
dents, and graduation rates of 
Hispanic students. 


See Faculty page 6 
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Attendance policies 
must not discriminate 


It is a long unspoken tradition at 
most campuses that students who play 
sports occasionally get to miss class 
and even exams if a game is taking 
place without it affecting their grades 
regarding attendance. So why is it 
when a student involved in a club at 
school misses a class it affects their 
grades? 

All students, regardless of age, 
race or which club they're involved 
with, should be treated equally. If it is 
acceptable for a sports player to miss 
a class or two, the same should apply 
to students that miss a class due to 
school related activities. 

Of course, sports are a huge part 
of campus life and should be treated 
accordingly. However, not only do 
student clubs add to life to the cam- 
pus, they are a way for students to 
continue their education outside the 
classroom. If students miss a class to 
further their education and not just to 


slack off, why punish them? 

Many students work hard to gain 
a high grade point average and it 
shouldn’t have to suffer due to atten- 
dance. Whether it’s a school trip or 
community outreach event that pre- 
vents students from getting to class, 
the students should not be penalized. 

Part of college life is being able to 
pursue all the options the school has to 
provide. Students shouldn’t be forced 
to miss out on great educational 
opportunities because professors are 
not willing to work with them. If stu- 
dents have always handed in assign- 
ments, done well on exams and shown 
a genuine interest in learning the 
material, they should not be forced to 
live with a damaging grade. 

Sports players work hard for their 
achievements as well as students 
involved in other extracurricular 
activities such as the Community 
Outreach Group, Contemporary 
Affairs Club and the school newspa- 
per. It is only fair that all are treated 
equally. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 
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Should middle schools be allowed 
to hand out birth control pills? 


Tim Kruschwitz, PE. 
“It’s tough because you don’t know 
what the kids are up to and stuff. It’s 
up to the parents. It’s probably not 
good. They may think it’s OK to have 
sex and everything.” 


Adam Lowe, General Studies 
“T think that’s ridiculous.” 


Joe Donlon, Liberal Arts 

“T don’t know. It’s kind of iffy. It’s 
kind of young for them to be having 
sex. I think they should be discour- 
aged from having it first. They should 
focus on education.” 


Photos/Interviews by Artemis Savory 


Alexi Watts, Music 

“I don’t think they should be giving 
out medication. They should be giv- 
ing out condoms and sex education 
information.” 


Tom Bowling, Philosophy/Political 
Science 

“It’s kind of odd. It seems a bit like a 
waste of money. You're handing out 
drugs to middle-schoolers. I have 
doubts about it.” 


Kayta Fondeur, Psychology 

“That is ridiculous. It’s like they are 
promoting sex. It’s like telling kids 
it’s safe to have sex. If you are too 
young to even get a job, then why 
are you having sex?” 


‘Americans need less freedom’ 


So says one-fourth 
of people surveyed 
in a 2007 poll 


By DANIEL A. POTOCKI 
Opinion Editor 


“Congress 
shall make no 
law respecting 
an establish- 
ment of reli- 
gion, or pro- 
hibiting the free 
exercise there- 
of; or abridging 
the freedom of 
speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to peti- 
tion the Government for a redress of 
grievances,” states the First 
Amendment. 

Recently the Observer paper 
staff took a trip to Washington, D.C. 
to attend the National College 
Media Convention. The convention 
hosted a number of guest speakers 
and classes that spanned the whole 
of media, from radio to television to 


newspapers. One of the classes I 
attended was called The State of the 
First Amendment. The state of all 
the amendments, and for that matter 
all civil liberties, is flagging in this 
country right now, so I was expect- 
ing the conversation to be pretty 
grim. But grim doesn’t even begin 
to describe the horror of the situa- 
tion. 

The following statistics were 
taken via phone survey of 1,003 
households in the year 2007. The 
first question asked the person to 
name as many of the protections of 
the First Amendment they could 
name. Of the people surveyed, only 
64 percent of people named free 
speech, only 19 percent could name 
freedom of religion, there was a tie 
between freedom of the press and 
freedom of assembly at 16 percent, 
and an appalling last-place finish to 
the right of petition at 3 percent. 
This means that in our democracy, 
with a government founded for the 
people and by the people, only 3 in 
every 100 people can name the five 
protections offered by the First 
Amendment. With those sort of 
appalling numbers, can we really 
say that our country is functioning, 
or that we have any control? If peo- 


ple don’t know the simplest of free- 
doms they have, how can they be 
free? 

It only gets worse from here 
folks — 25 percent of people sur- 
veyed feel that the First Amendment 
grants too many freedoms. Please — 
stop and think about this. One-quar- 
ter of the people in the country will 
admit that they have too many free- 
doms. Hopefully you’re having 
trouble believing that, and maybe 
you think that it was just a crazy 
batch of 1,003 people. Wrong — the 
First Amendment Center has been 
polling people since 1997 and the 
lowest percentage they have ever 
had saying the First Amendment 
grants too many freedoms was 18 
percent in 2006. The highest was in 
2002 with a life-crushing 49 percent 
of Americans feeling that the First 
Amendment gives too much free- 
dom. 

To get a sense of people’s atti- 
tudes, they went on to ask other 
questions. When asked whether 
they agreed with the statement, 
“The U.S. Constitution establishes a 
Christian nation,” 55 percent 
agreed. 

When asked if the Bible should 
be allowed as a factual text in a his- 


Firearms debate, community 
service and a fallen hero 


Dear Editor, 

I can’t help but say what a 
breath of fresh air! Daniel 
Potocki’s opinion of this article 
(“The national firearms debate,” 
Occt. 17) was fascinating. I too 
agree that people should be 
allowed to own firearms. The 
example of women being raped 
was outstanding. This is the essen- 
tial reason we are allowed to have 
firearms to protect ourselves. 

If we embraced the freedom we 
have in this country to actually 
learn proper gun control and safety, 
I have no doubt more people would 
own them and feel safe with them. 
I myself know noone with a gun 
and have never actually held one or 
even seen one, but I do understand 
the need for people to have them. 

The one issue that was not cov- 
ered in this article was kinds of 
guns. I do agree people should be 
able to have guns for protection, 
however, being able to buy a huge 
Rambo gun is a bit excessive. I do 
not feel the need for these types of 
“machine” or “military” guns to be 
accessible to the general public. 
We have no need for that. 

Telling someone “Back up 
don’t touch me” in a dark alley is 
one thing, pulling out your “Uzi” 
to blow stuff up is another! Daniel 
was totally on his game when he 
wrote, “It is this freedom of speech 
and press, the right to publicly dis- 
agree with the government that 
makes our country a great place to 
live.” 

Sincerely, 

Samantha Mansellin 


Dear Editor, 

In response to the article in the 
Sept. 5 edition of the NECC 
Observer regarding mandatory 
community service for one profes- 
sors’ classroom, I feel this is a 


brilliant idea. Not only is it a good 
idea for college-age students, but 
even more importantly for middle 
and high school students. 

When a high school day ends at 
roughly 2:15 in the afternoon, and 
the average working parent does 
not get home until at least 6 at 
night, there is a large window of 
opportunity for a young person to 
get into trouble. Not saying that all 
high school kids cannot handle 
being unsupervised, but there is 
probably a great majority who 
would use that time unwisely. I 
would say that many unsupervised 
kids are out doing something they 
are not supposed to, or just going 
home and playing video games or 
watching television, either way 
they are not being productive. 

Their time would be much bet- 
ter spent doing some volunteer 
work. If teachers were making it 
mandatory that all students do a 
certain amount of community serv- 
ice for their class, it would help 
keep kids out of trouble. Not to say 
that it will stop it, but it will cer- 
tainly help. Most students would 
most likely have a negative attitude 
toward the assignment, but after 
they actually helped someone, they 
may feel different. It could give 
them a good feeling about them- 
selves. 

If a student decided on their 
own that they wanted to volunteer, 
sadly, they may have to worry 
about what other students were 
going to say about them. If “every- 
one was doing it,” students would 
not have to feel like a “nerd” or a 
“suck up.” Whether it turned out 
to be a win or a lose situation, I 
think it would be worth a shot at 
incorporating community service 
in our high school curriculums. 

Sincerely, 

Julie Gilchrist 


Dear Editor, 

Driving onto our Haverhill 
campus, I was struck by the sight 
of our nation’s flag flying at half- 
staff. My thoughts went to the 
world and local news I had read 
earlier, and who might have passed 
away. No one came readily to mind 
that would warrant such an honor. 
After attending my classes I set out 
in pursuit of an answer. In so doing 
I was referred to the office of Linda 
Hudson ... she makes this event of 
the lowering of our flag happen, on 
this campus and our Lawrence 
campus. 

In presenting my question to 
Ms. Hudson she stopped what she 
was about, and spend some time in 
answering my question of the flag 
at half-staff. There is a lady at the 
Massachusetts Statehouse, 
Suzzette Waters, who contacts Ms. 
Hudson via e-mail, as to the time 
and reason fot the lowering of our 
flag. In the case of that day, I 
quote, “Per order of Governor 
Patrick, the American and 
Commonwealth Flags will be low- 
ered to half-staff in honor of Pfc. 
Kenneth . J. Iwasinski of 
Belchertown, who was killed in 
action” 

On Oct. 27 from sunrise to sun- 
set, we at NECC paid our respect to 
one of our own citizens of this 
state; with the lowering of the sym- 
bol of a great nation we paused to 
remember. It was a moving 
moment to hear the answer to my 
question; it also serves as a 
reminder that no matter what our 
views, we as a college are members 
of a society that honors the passing 
of those who in life and in their 
death gave us so much. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth Gilbert 


tory of social studies class, 50 per- 
cent of people said yes. 

Forty percent of people feel that 
the government should be allowed 
to require a specified amount of 
“positive” news in return for granti- 
ng a broadcasting license. 

I strongly encourage you to look 
at the statistics yourself at 
http://www. firstamendmentcenter.o 
rg/PDF/SOFA2007results.pdf so 
you can see I’m not making this up. 

As someone who values the 
freedoms of our nation, I find this 
horrifying. What went wrong? What 
happened that should cause so many 
good people to go astray? The worst 
part is that they want to take away 
freedom, when the don’t even know 
the freedoms. 

The sinister fact of this is that 
no one would really want to give 
him or herself less freedom, so they 
in fact are saying you have too 
much freedom. One-fourth of the 


country feels that you are too free 


and are not able to live your life 
without help. This is a kind of cen- 
sorship that is so repugnant and 
sickening as to be beyond words. 
As a nation, we should be 
ashamed of ourselves. What would 
our founding fathers say, what 


oh 


would every soldier who has ever 
died to protect our rights say, if we 
told them that we want to voluntari- 
ly give up our freedoms because 
they are dangerous in our own 
hands? This survey was taken from 
people all across the country, with 
different ages and social back- 
grounds, so it is not the numbers, 
folks — it’s us. What is wrong with 
our country when people feel this 
way? 

If you are interested in learning 
more about The First Amendment 
please visit the First Amendment 
Center online at www.firstamend- 
mentcenter.org. The center, which 
ran the poll, works to preserve and 
protect First Amendment freedoms 
through information and education. 
The center has offices in Vanderbilt 
University and Washington D.C. 
and is an operating program of the 
Freedom Forum and is associated 
with the Newseum an interactive 
museum of news history. The 
Freedom Forum which funds the 
First Amendment Center is a non- 
partisan foundation established in 
1991 under the direction of Al 
Neuharth and is supported by 
income from an endowment of 
diversified assets. 
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“Religion is excellent stuff for keeping the 
people quiet.” 


- Napoleon Bonaparte 


“Extraordinary claims require extraordi- 


nary evidence.” 


- Carl Sagan 


“We must question the story logic of hav- 
ing an all-knowing all-powerful, who cre- 
ates faulty humans, and then blames 
them for his own mistakes.” 

- Gene Roddenberry 


“Religion is regarded by the common 
people as true, by the wise as false, and 
by the rulers as useful.” 

- Seneca The Younger 


“We are all atheists about most of the 
gods that society have ever believed in. 
Some of us just go one god further.” 

- Richard Dawkins 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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2008 Aebion woes | Bukowski for the 
college art student 


Politics show no 
good candidates for 
upcoming election 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Contributing Reporter 


To all the 
readers who 
have some kind 
of interest in 
knowing how 
the next presi- 
dent of the 
United States 
will run the 
country, here’s 
some advice: Keep your expecta- 
tions low that way you are not disap- 
pointed. 

To be honest I don’t feel that the 
majority of the current presidential 
candidates really intend to create 
some necessary changes in America. 
A Republican win means that the 
wealthy will continue to have tax 
breaks and the war in Iraq will con- 
tinue in full force for our freedom or 
whatever the latest excuse is. A 
Democrat win means, well, I’m not 
too sure what that means, because 
the candidates are a bit dull and/or 
are very similar to their more conser- 
vative Republican opponents. 

Despite that, the elections are a 
bit over a year from now; the candi- 
dates have been pumping millions of 
dollars into the campaign machine 


with little regard for leaving poten- 
tial voters burned out on campaign 
promise fluff. 

My personal choice is Barack 
Obama. He’s a Democrat whose 
beliefs and ideas can be distinguished 
apart from other parties. But I don’t 
see him going far because he’s fallen 
behind Hillary Clinton in the polls, 
he’s African-American, and the 
recent controversy regarding his 
refusal to wear an American flag 
lapel pin. People saw this as unpatri- 
otic, while his argument that he 
would rather have his words and 
actions prove his patriotism only 
reinforces my support for the guy. I 
don’t think America is ready for ideas 
like that and it seems like the majori- 
ty would rather vote for someone 
who looks good on television and can 
manipulate them with images of 
chest-thumping patriotism, values 
and other things that seem taken from 
Bill O’Reilly’s playbook. 

Republican candidates aren’t very 
impressive (as usual): You have inter- 
changeable candidates like John 
McCain and Mitt Romney who enjoy 
talking about religion, staying the 
course in Iraq and taking the occa- 
sional shot at Rudolph Giuliani. You 
got actor-turned-politician Fred 
Thompson whose goal seems to be 
becoming the second coming of 
Ronald Reagan. The thing is that 
Thompson lacks Reagan’s charisma 
and constantly underdelivers at public 
appearances; he does, however, seem 
to live in the Reagan era, he referred 


to Russia as the Soviet Union during 
his much-anticipated rollout. 

Then you have the more popular 
Republican, the hypocrite Giuliani 
who has switched his stance on abor- 
tion, strong gun laws and same-sex 
marriage just to gain voters in the 
south. He usually brings Sept. 11 into 
his responses to any question, bashes 
Clinton and lets everyone know how 
much he loves his third wife, Judith, 
in a weird attempt to make himself 
seem more relatable, I guess. 

The problem with Democrats is 
that they don’t show voters much, 
with the exception of Obama, but he 
isn’t going to win. John Edwards 
seems spineless; he doesn’t do 
enough to distinguish himself from 
the rest of the pack. Clinton leads the 
polls but has a spotty record. One of 
the biggest contributors to her cam- 
paign, Norman Hsu, turned out to be 
a 15-year fugitive from an invest- 
ment fraud case. She has some 
botched proposals like her failed 
vision of health care and her “baby 
bonds” idea, which have been shot 
down by her opponents. She was also 
an initial supporter of the war in Iraq; 
she isn’t anymore, but it certainly 
leaves a bad taste in voters’ mouths. 

Even though the next four years 
probably don’t look that great, 
maybe I’m thinking about this all 
wrong. Perhaps the glass isn’t 
always half empty, I mean, anything 
can be better than the pseudo dicta- 
torship/tyranny we’ve endured with 
George Bush for two terms. 
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An introduction to 
the life, times, and 
works of Bukowski 


By JOHN CAREY 
Contributing Reporter 


For the college-age students 
interested in submersing themselves 
in literature, Bukowski is an excel- 
lent place to start. 

His novels and short stories have 
high energy but are easy to follow, 
are all easy reads, and are far more 
manageable to relate with and 
understand than something written 
in a time or place whose ideas have 
long since retired. Bukowski’s writ- 
ing is humorous and direct, often 
detailing his many exploits as a 
drunk, a down-on-his-luck writer, 
his time in various temp jobs, and 
other periods of his life. 

Born in Germany in 1920, the 
son of an American soldier and a 
German mother moved to the United 
States at 3 and was first published 
when he was 24. He spent most of 
his time in Los Angeles, where most 
of the action in his work takes place. 
He died in 1994 at 73 just after fin- 
ishing his last novel, “Pulp.” 

His works are excellent for 
someone who is trying to find some- 
thing to attract themselves to read- 
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ing recreationally because the works 
are simple and easy to get into. The 
plots and themes are never unrea- 
sonably complex or challenging to 
pick up on. His work includes a sim- 
ple vocabulary that pairs well with 
his usually witty and sometimes 

crude observations. } 

Bukowski’s work is raw and full 
of emotion without being sappy and 
without taking anything from his 
“tough guy” approach to life. He 
writes very powerful poetry and 
eye-opening prose. Many of his rey- 
elations about the machinery of the 
world around him become personal 
to the reader because of their sim- 
plicity and truth. 

The short stories, novels and 
poetry of Bukowski are also an out- 
standing source of inspiration for the 
aspiring creative writer. Being a 
struggling outsider _ himself, 
Bukowski’s work details his experi- 
ence as a college dropout to becom- 
ing an internationally recognized 
writer in real-time. With over 45 
books published, it is not difficult to 
find something to enjoy. 

For an old drunk, Bukowski 
really knew what he was talking 
about. His simple and profound 
visions are an inspiration to many 
people as he is one of the most 
common names in contemporary 
writing. 
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Textbook prices rocket 


Textbooks are 


breaking the bank of 
students everywhere 


By JEFF BOURBEAU 
Contributing Reporter 
Te oak on oe 
ae moe With 
; November 
comes advance 
registration for 
the spring 
semester, and 
with this comes 
the increasing 
costs students 
_ are expected to 
pay while 
attending any college. One thing 
always stands out as the most ridicu- 
lous aspect of a student’s financial 
burdens: the fact that textbooks are 
ludicrously expensive. 

When was the last time you 
bought a regular book at a local store 
for over $100? Yet college textbooks 
are typically costing well over this 
high amount, seeing a price increase 
of nearly 40 percent in the past five 
years, according to the National 
Association of College Bookstores. 
Why are these books so expensive? 
And why is the student so easily taken 
by campus bookstores, while over- 
seas, these same books can be bought 
for much lower prices? 
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The textbook industry is a $3.4 
billion-a-year money machine. But 
the publishers don’t rake in all these 
profits alone. Bookstores sell used 
books bought from students at rates 
just below the factory-sealed price, 
and then resell them at an incredible 
profit margin. The money made from 
this reselling process is only seen by 
the bookstore, while writers and pub- 
lishers don’t see a dime. 

Because of this process, publish- 
ers are forced to release newer edi- 
tions of their books, containing very 
minor revisions every year, in order to 


textbook prices to jump to such 
heights. Publishers are forced to raise 
prices to make lost capital back from 
these sales. And in turn, the used books 
increase in sales, and also the publish- 
ers start their minor revisions, with 
new editions to be released subse- 
quently. 

Textbook prices have grown at 
twice the rate of inflation, according 
to a 2005 study by the Government 
Accountability Office. Every year a 
new edition comes out, the students 
are forced to buy new, then the follow- 
ing semester, the new students will 
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One thing always stands out as the most 
ridiculous aspect of a student’s finan- 
cial burdens: the fact that textbooks are 
ludicrously expensive. 


trick professors and faculty into buy- 
ing a brand-new version of basically 
the same book they were already 
teaching with. This is the only way 
they can take back some of the profit 
stolen by used book sales. 

Obviously a student is going to 
purchase a used book over a new one — 
it’s cheaper and, if they’re lucky, the 
class’ notes are already highlighted by 
the last person who used it. But it’s this 
process of buying used that has caused 


buy used, and the publisher loses piles 
of cash. They are forced to make the 
next edition, while the bookstores still 
overcharge the student body for the 
previous. Of course, the publisher will 
charge more for their next edition, so 
they don’t lose as much money this 
second time around. Thus, textbook 
prices fly skyward. 

It’s a downward spiral that leaves 
the student bankrupt, and publishers 
rewriting pointless introductions and 


Rappers in jail 


The violent lifestyles 
of today's rap stars 


are killing the music 


By JUSTIN AQUIRRE 
Contributing Reporter 


In the wake 
of the widely 
_ publicized arrest 
of rapper T.I. for 
allegedly trying 
to purchase 
® machine guns 
from an under- 
cover __ police 
officer, one can 
only be remind- 
ed of not only 
the shaky future of our favorite hip- 
hop artists, but of the loss we as fans 
suffer in response to the actions cho- 
sen by the leaders of our genre. 

It isn’t just Tl. either — it’s 
artists such as the imprisoned Foxy 
Brown, or the soon to be jailed 
Prodigy of the legendary duo Mobb 
Deep, as well as the countless others 
either in trouble with the law or shot 
down by violence. If this keeps up, 
will the music be lost forever? Or 
trapped behind the steel bars caging 
them in? 

Even if you’re not a fan of rap 
music, it’s hard not to forget or to be 
reminded of the heavy loss felt by the 
deaths of Tupac Shakur and the 
Notorious B.I.G. These two icons in 
the world of gangster rap both lost 
their lives at not only early ages but 
at the hands of the very topics fea- 
tured in their music: street violence. 
Artists such as the latter who come 
from a world of poverty and violence 
breathe life into their art by painting 


sordid pictures of their culture with 
words that potently strike the ears of 
people worldwide, but are too often 
eaten up by the very ideas that made 
them famous. 

There’s a false ideology in the 
world of rap music that the more neg- 
ativity you bring to yourself the more 
success you will have, because credi- 
bility regarding your message is vital. 
However, for the true hip-hop fan, 
qualities such as the number of times 
you’ve been shot or how many years 
in prison you’ve served is miniscule 
compared to what we genuinely savor, 
and that’s good music. It would be dif- 
ficult for someone to convince me that 
someone like T.I, a Grammy Award- 
winner and multi-millionaire, had 
good reason for trying to buy machine 
guns. Now facing multiple years 
behind bars, there’s a strong chance 
we’ ll never hear that same award-win- 
ning sound from him again. 

Furthermore, it doesn’t help that 
many fans look for a violent history 
when acknowledging a new artist. A 
few years ago an up-and-coming rap- 
per named Gravy did an interview on 


~ New York hip-hop station Hot 97 and 


upon exiting the building was shot at 
and struck in his calf. The rapper 
wrapped the wound up, went back 
inside on the air, and began to 
“freestyle” about having just been 
shot. This one incident brought 
worldwide recognition to him, thus 
having lent a hand in selling more 
records, and in turn putting money in 
his pocket. Three out of 4 of the 
founding members of G-Unit have 
been shot, one of those being super- 
star 50 Cent, who eventually made a 
movie based on his life. Multi-plat- 
inum selling rappers The Game and 
Lil’ Wayne have both been shot and 
made songs about their experiences. 
It’s not necessarily their violent pasts 


that make them great at their craft, 
but how they incorporate it into their 
music, because that’s what sells 
records today. 

Fans of the music take rap for 
what it is, in that the vivid lyrics 
come with the territory, but the bot- 
tom line is most just want to hear that 
innovative sound we grew up on. 
Hip-hop has faded in past years, what 
was once the prevalent music 
designed by groups like the Wu-Tang 
Clan has evolved into the platinum 
selling music of Soulja Boy. It’s dis- 
appointing, especially when you add 
the unnecessary legal troubles our 
favorite artists continuously revolve 
themselves around. One thing is cer- 
tain: To be a true MC in hip-hop, the 
artists must love the music first, 
money second. If driven by money, it 
may get your pockets fat, but if the 
craft motivates you first, you gain 
lifelong fans as well. 

It’s not to say all rappers get into 
trouble or have been on their 
deathbed, but it’s becoming much 
more common in today’s world. I’m 
not ashamed but proud to admit that 
I am a true fan of hip-hop, whether 
it’s gangster rap or conscious rap, I’m 
drawn into the abilities of artists such 
as Nas, Jay-Z and Talib Kweli. 
However, I am always reminded of 
where it began for me, and that’s with 
those no longer here such as Biggie, 
Tupac and Big L. When I log into 
Web sites like Al[HipHop.com and 
read about another one of my favorite 
MCs caught up in another situation, 
I’m reminded once again that it’s not 
just them that suffer, but their sincere 
fans. People like me who just want to 
purchase their music, slide it into my 
CD player and let those ever-present 
goose bumps eerily cover my entire 
body, because that’s what hip-hop 
does for me. 
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Just one of these paperback books could costs a 


student up to $100. 


edits into their textbooks to push new 
editions. Only the bookstores make out 
in the end. They take their profits from 
new and used sales and run with them. 

Thankfully, the government 
seems to be taking some appropriate 
steps in saving the student’s wallet. 
Sen. Ellen Corbett, D-Calif., has writ- 
ten a bill that would require publishers 
to write in their wholesale prices on 
each book. While not an immediate 
solution, the student body will now 
know the actual price mark-up, and 


can appropriately look for some alter- 
native, if the campus bookstore is 
ridiculously overcharging. Corbett’s 
Senate Bill 832 would also force pub- 
lishers to disclose more information to 
faculty, such as a list of the actual revi- 
sions made to different editions. 

Corbett believes that textbook 
prices are “outrageously high” and 
that “full disclosure is long overdue,” 
she said in a recent press release. In 
January there will be plenty of broke 
students who agree with her. 


Middle school gets 
birth control pill 


By ASHLEY ROGERS 
Contributing Reporter 


It is slightly 
unsettling to 
hear that a mid- 
_ dle school will 
»be _ providing 
even its 
youngest —stu- 
dents access to 
various methods 
of contracep- 
tion. And yet, as 
I stood minding my own business, 
that’s exactly what I heard. King 
Middle School in Portland, Maine, is 
now offering prescription birth con- 
trol pills, as well as the patch, to those 
students who are sexually active. 

Keep in mind, that the average 
age for middle school students is 11 
to 14. Horrified, I dug around to see 
if those children were simply being 
allowed to make such a mature deci- 
sion without repercussions. That is to 
say that figures of authority, such as 
school councilors, teachers and par- 
ents, would now not be held respon- 
sible for their children's’ rash deci- 
sions. At first, it seemed like those 
same figures were saying, “Look, we 
did what we could. Now if they screw 
up and something happens, at least 
we could say we tried.” 

The health center made available 
to the students can only be accessed 
with parental permission, however, 
once permission is granted, the rea- 
son for any student’s visit, be it for 
birth control or not, is left undis- 
closed to the parent. Due to confiden- 


Keep in mind that 
the average age for 
middle-school stu- 
dents is 11 to 14. 


tiality, even upon inquiry, the clinic is 
unable to release such information. 
The clinic claims that prepubescent 
children will not receive prescription 
contraceptives, nor will any child 
without “extensive counseling.” 

In addition to birth control patch- 
es and pills, the clinic will also be 
offering injections as well as the Plan 
B pill. The main goal of the clinic is 
to offer an environment where any 
child may receive help and support if 
they do not have it already. 

After reading up on the matter 
and digesting the clinic’s opinion, | 
realized that they do have a point. 
However, I do feel that they are send- 
ing mixed signals to a very impres- 
sionable age group. In allowing cer- 
tain students to obtain birth control, 
the clinic is giving sex the thumbs up, 
as long as it’s practiced in a safe man- 
ner. This definitely opens a door, 
given the fact that the youngest of the 
children to potentially obtain pre- 
scription contraceptives are 11. 

Sex, protected or not, is a very 
mature decision, and I thoroughly feel 
that an 11-year-old is not nearly devel- 
oped enough to make that decision, 
given that they cannot fully understand 
the repercussions. Indeed, there are 
people who are twice that age that 
make the same uninformed and some- 
times irresponsible decision every day. 
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New being offered 
for Spring semester 


NECC is offering a new course 
next semester. “Quest for the 
esidency (HIS 255)” will run on 
esday and Thursday from 9:15 
o 10:30 am. The course will 
explore the candidates and issues 
n the 2008 presidential campaign. 
he instructor is Richard Padova. 
IFor more information contact 

adova at RPadova@necc.mass.edu 
or 978-556-3297. 


Cannibal! The Musical 


NECC alums will recreate the 
rey Parker play at the Court Street 
heater at 14 Court St. in Nashua, 
on Friday, Nov. 9 at 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 10 at 8 p.m. and 
midnight. General admission is 
$15. Admission for students, mili- 

ary and seniors is $12.50. For 
information visit 
-myspace.com/cannibalghost- 


light. 
13 Under to perform 


NECC students and members 
of the pop/rock band 13 under, 
Anthony Cataldi and Justin Hudon, 
ill be performing all original 
pop/rock songs in Lecture Hall A 
of the Spurk Building on Thursday, 
INov. 15 from noon to 12:45 p.m. 
he event is free and open to the 
public. For more information con- 
act Student Activities and 
Orientation Department at 978- 
556-3731. 


NECC to offer research 
paper workshop 


The Academic Resource &! 
Tutoring Center will be offering all] 
students a workshop on how t 
write a research paper. “Th 
Finished Research Paper: A profes 
sional Product,” will cover thesis 
development, argument presenta- 
tion and MLA formatting. The} 
workshop will be held on Tuesday, 
Noy. 13 from 5 to 6 p.m. at th 
library on the Lawrence Chanpud 
and Wednesday, Nov. 14 a 
noon to | p.m. in room C110 at the 
Haverhill campus. 


New spring classes 
NECC will offer Yoga I, e 


Il and Foundations of Health an 
Fitness next semester. The classe: 
will be held in the Dimitry 
Building of the Lawrence campus 
For more information contact Ro 
Parker at RParker@necc.mass.edu. 


Warm and fuzzy 


The Student Senate has joined 
forces with a sophomore from 
Lowell Catholic High School for 
heir fourth annual Project Warm 
and Fuzzy. The program collects 
donations of new hats, socks, 
Scarves, mittens, underwear and 
loves to be given to the Lazarus 
House. Collection boxes are locat- 
ed in the Dimitry Building in 
[Lawrence and all over the 
[Haverhill campus. For more infor- 
ation contact Dina Brown at 
IDBrown@necc.mass.edu. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 
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Senators want to see change 


Continued from Page I 


They haven’t had much that 
they’ve had to commit to or com- 
plete,” Brown said of the Student 
Senate this semester. 

The student Senate has taken on 
Project Warm and Fuzzy, a program 
to collect clothing items to donate 
to the Lazarus House and on Oct. 
31, student senators made the deci- 
sion to hold a bone marrow drive in 
early Dec. to help an anonymous 
NECC student. 

Brown also said that it takes a 
little while before newly elected 
officers get used to the parliamen- 
tary procedures and running the 
meetings. 

“T think that things are going to 
come together,” Brown said. 

At a meeting held on Oct. 31, 
newly appointed Student Senator 
Mike Keebaugh suggested that the 
agenda be prioritized to increase 
efficiency. 

“T want to see stuff happen. I 
don’t just want to talk about stuff,” 
Keebaugh said. 

Student member of the NECC 
Board of Trustees, Rhiannon 
Lombard also spoke on the issue. 
She attended the Oct. 17 Student 
Senate meeting to become better 
acquainted with the club and to 
ensure productivity. 

“As a student, I’ve never really 


been aware of what they do. To me, 
that’s ineffective,” Lombard said, 
adding that others who are aware of 
the Student Senate may have a dif- 
ferent perspective. 

Lombard has served as the stu- 
dent trustee for two years and said 
that she was unaware of the Student 
Senate until her second year. 

One main thing the Student 
Senate dealt with last year was 
making budget cuts of student clubs 
on campus. According to Leal, 
there were statewide budget cuts, 
which affected the school’s budget. 

Senators made the decision to 
cut the budgets of the clubs with 
the highest funds, such as the Top 
Notch Players, and increased the 
budget of other clubs like 
Contemporary Affairs Club, 
according to Leal. However, the 
Student Senate budget of $5,500 
remained untouched. 

“It was a biased decision,” said 
Leal of the budget cuts, explaining 
that he did not think so at the time 
of the cuts. The senate’s budget was 
exhausted by the end of the year 
and according to Leal, the clubs 
that were cut had excess funds. 

Lombard expressed concern 
with the amount of power the club 
has. 

“What concerns me is why this 
group controls the budget when no 
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I want to see stuff happen. I don’t just 
want to talk about stuff. 


-Mike Keebaugh 


Faculty questions 


Continued from Page 1 


According to the statistics pre- 
sented, the top three courses, by 
enrollment, were English 
Composition I with 1,017 students, 
Basic Algebra II with 915 students, 
and Introduction to Psychology 
with 766 students. 

One of the key issues that seem 
apparent is that students are not tak- 
ing the developmental courses sug- 
gested when registering, according 
to Fallon. 

“It’s really sad. If students are 
assessing into College Reading and 
they don’t take it, they’re at a disad- 
vantage,” Fallon said. 

The female population on cam- 
pus out numbers the male popula- 
tion at over 60 percent. Students 
ages 25 and younger make up 60 
percent of the student population. 

The data presented also showed 
that females have a higher rate of 
graduation than males. In the 2006- 
07 semester, 381 degrees were 
awarded to females, 172 to males, 
61 to Hispanic students and 25 to 


minority students. 

“We need to concentrate on why 
this is happening and what we can 
do to make it better,” said Barbara 
Stachniewicz, a committee member 
and English professor. 


Jasmin Pastrana photos 


Student Senate Vice President Junior Leal, left, and 
Student Senator Chris Simon express disappoint- 


ment with the club. 

one really knows who they are,” 
Lombard said. “Fortunately, the 
executive members have NECC’s 
best interest at heart and not them- 
selves.” 

However, the Student Senate 
still remains a significant student 
club. 

“T will never say it’s not impor- 
tant,” Simon said. “The importance 
of the Student Senate cannot be 
denied.” 

The Student Senate has taken 
on the task of unifying NECC as 
one of their goals for this year. This 
includes bridging the gap between 
the Lawrenge and Haverhill cam- 
puses. 

“I think it’s an image problem,” 
Simon said. People choose the 
Haverhill Campus over the 
Lawrence campus because of fear 
of being harmed by street violence, 
according to Simon. 


“We need to work on destroy- 
ing the image that Lawrence gets,” 
Simon said. 

Another problem that student 
senate plans to address at the 
Lawrence campus is the lack of 
events that take place there and the 
fact that there is no entertainment 
facility on campus like the Sport 
and Fitness Center at Haverhill. 

“We need to go over there and 
talk to the students. We need to 
have more of an equality thing 
going on,” Simon said. 

The Student Senate holds meet- 
ings every Wednesday from 3:30 to 
5 p.m. in the basement of the 
library in room A112. All meetings 
are open to the public. The senate 
also has an office on the first floor 
of the B building. For more infor- 
mation contact Dina Brown at 
DBrown@necc.mass.edu. 


success initiative 


Language at 76 percent. 

According to the statistics, the 
minority course completion rates 
were from | to 9 percent lower. 

Some faculty members 
expressed concern over where these 
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If students are testing into College 
Reading and they don’t take it, they’re 


at a disadvantage. 


-Tom Fallon 


Course completion rates, in 
which students receive a grade of a 
C or higher, were as follows: Basic 
Writing at $3 percent, 
Developmental Math at 54 percent, 
English Composition at 56 percent, 
Developmental Reading at 56 per- 
cent, College Math at 60 percent, 
Psychology at 67 percent, Natural 
Science at 62 percent, Sociology at 
67 percent and English as a Second 


Statistics came from and how the 
committee decided which category 
certain students fell under. 
Computer Science Professor 
Ethel Schuster said she felt that 
sometimes the college considers the 
Lawrence campus a separate part of 
the college unless it can be used to 
make the college as a whole look 
better, adding that it can be very 
deceiving when looking at Hispanic 


statistics. 

“] think it’s great to see the sta- 
tistics but it needs to be clearer as 
far as what the data means and 
where it comes from. What’s from 
Lawrence, what’s considered 
Hispanic and so on? It needs to be 
clearer and broken down better,” 
Schuster said. 

Fallon said that the Committee 
is still working on a way to make 
the statistics easier to understand 
and that’s where these meetings 
come into play. 

“Achieving the Dream is mak- 
ing us look at data in different ways. 
It’s making us slice and dice the 
data and there’s nothing wrong with 
that. The next step from here is that 
all this data goes to the Core Team 
and hopefully the right treatment 
will be applied,” Fallon said. 

Members of the Data 
Committee are Tom Fallon, team 
leader, Jim Cotton, Jennifer Long, 
Nancy Sabin, Nora Sheridan, 
Barbara Stachniewicz, Jim Sullivan 
and Lorna Walsh. 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Mukasey gets support 
despite torture views 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
top Republican on the Senate 
Judiciary Committee said Sunday 
he is bothered by Michael 
Mukasey's refusal to say whether 
waterboarding is torture but will 
support his nomination for attor- 
ney general anyway. 

Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., 
joins two key Senate Democrats 
in saying he will back Mukasey 
because the retired judge has said 
that if Congress passes a law ban- 
ning waterboarding, “the presi- 
dent would have absolutely no 
legal authority to ignore such a 
law.” 

“He could have said a lot of 
things which would have given 
me more assurances,” Specter 
said. “But he is intelligent; he's 
really learned in the law. He's 
strong, ethical, honest beyond 
any question. He's not an intimate 
of the president.” 

“And you have to balance it 
off with where we are today,” 
said Specter, R-Pa. “The 
Department of Justice is dysfunc- 
tional. It is not performing. And 
every day that passes, we do not 
have someone in charge of the 
investigation against terrorism, 
the fight against violent crime.” 


US-North Korean 
program may resume 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Defense Department says a joint 
U.S.-North Korean program to 
recover the remains of American 
troops killed during the Korean 
War could be restarted if six- 
- nation nuclear disarmament talks 
succeed. 

In response to a letter sent by 
Democratic presidential candidate 
Bill Richardson, Eric Edelman, an 
undersecretary of defense, wrote, 
“We are hopeful we can make ver- 
ifiable progress in the six-party 
talks, and, in that context, we are 
prepared to discuss resuming joint 
field activities” with North Korea. 

The Pentagon letter, given to 
The Associated Press on Friday 
by Richardson's office, said a 
resumption of the program would 
have to deal with “issues related 
to the safety and the security of 
our teams.” It said the Defense 
Department was prepared to 
return the teams when the talks 
with — and conditions in — North 
Korea.permit. 

The Pentagon had no immedi- 
ate response to a request to con- 
firm Edelman's letter. 

A previous __U.S.-North 
Korean project to recover remains 
in the North was stopped in 2005 
after Washington said security 
arrangements for its workers were 
insufficient. The program had 
recovered remains believed to be 
from 220 soldiers. 


College welcomes 
Marine Corps veteran 


Continued from Page 1 


“IT love my job. It’s really 
rewarding to be able to assist those 
who have sacrificed so much,” 
Urena said. 

Perhaps one reason why he con- 
tinues to serve others by tirelessly 
reaching out to fellow veterans with 
purpose, compassion and respect is 
because he understands the sacri- 
fices all veterans make. 

In his senior year at South 
Broward High School in 
Hollywood, Fla., he enlisted in the 
U.S. Marine Corps at the age of 17 
and entered into his eight long years 
of service before he was a legal 
adult. 

“My graduation was on a 
Sunday, and on Monday, at 4:30 
a.m., my recruiter was waiting in 
the driveway to take me to the air- 
port,” Urena said. 

Urena was born in_ the 
Dominican Republic and migrated 
to Lawrence at age 4, where he 
lived briefly before moving to 
Miami and Hollywood, Fla. A polit- 
ical science major, he credits the 
veterans service director position 
and his positive experiences at 
NECC for deciding not to pursue a 
life in Minnesota, after all. After 
NECC, he plans to transfer to 
UMass Boston or Lowell. He thinks 
he may even give law school a try. 

“I’ve always had a calling to go 
to school. If it’s something you real- 
ly want to achieve, you do so much 
better. The discipline I’ve learned in 
the Marine Corps and within the 
Embassy Program has set the stage 
for me to be a serious student,” 
Urena said. 

In August 2001, Urena was 
selected for the Diplomatic Security 
Program. Working for the 
Department of State, he performed 
internal security at the American 
embassies in Damascus, Syria and 
Bishkek, Kyrgzstan. He was also 
internal security for American per- 
sonnel abroad within diplomatic 
security missions. In 2005, he 
served in Iraq as a battle tank com- 
mander. 

His commitment to serving oth- 
ers now overlaps into his education 
at NECC. Last August, Urena 
played a role in NECC’s first 
Veterans’ Educational Stand Down. 
The event, coordinated by Ellen 
Grondine, dean of law, education, 
and social professions at NECC, 
was a partnership between the col- 
lege and local veterans services 
agents from Haverhill, Lawrence 
and Amesbury. 

According to Grondine, a “stand 
down” in military terms means 
“everything you need in one place.” 
In addition to presenting education- 
al and training opportunities, the 
college staff, veterans’ agents, and 
representatives from each branch of 


the military assisted veterans with a 
variety of issues that also included 
housing help and employment 
issues. 

“T have to say, the service agents 
in our area have been so responsive. 
Whether it’s Francisco Urena in the 
city of Lawrence, Ron Koontz in 
Amesbury, or John Radka of the 
Northeast Veterans Organization, 
they are all truly there for the veter- 
ans,” Grondine said. 

Urena is quite proud his school 
took initiative in reaching out to and 
guiding his fellow veterans. 

“It’s great to see that NECC 
took a leading role in pointing them 
in the right direction. NECC has 
been nothing but great toward vet- 
erans. Every staff person has gone 
above and beyond,” Urena said. 

A Veterans Advisory Committee 
meeting, planned for Nov. 16, will 
recap the college’s first Veterans 
Educational Stand Down as well as 
plan for the year ahead. There will 
also be discussion of a possible 
social activities program for veter- 
ans, which Grondine is quite excit- 
ed about. 

“These guys are important,” 
Grondine said. 

Urena believes that all 
Americans, regardless of whether 
they agree with the war or not, 
should always support the troops. 
With Veterans Day upon us, Urena 
hopes the Veterans Day ceremony 
he’s been busy planning will have a 
good turnout. 

“Veterans Day events are not 
well attended. It’s to honor those 
men and women who served and 
those who are no longer with us,” 
Urena said. 

The ceremony will be at the 
newly refurbished Lawrence 
Veterans Memorial Stadium at 3 
p.m. on Veterans Day, and Urena 
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NECC has been nothing but great 
toward veterans. Every staff person has 
gone above and beyond. 


-Francisco Urena 


Latin Faces photo 
NECC student Francisco Urena’s military career pre- 
pared him for his education. 


Latin Faces photo 
Francisco Urena enlisted in 
the U.S Marine Corps at 17. 


welcomes all to attend. The event 
will honor all veterans of the 
Merrimack Valley who have served 
our country and will also include an 
unveiling of Phase 1 of the much- 
anticipated Walk of Honor. The 
walk of granite bricks, each 
inscribed with the name of a veter- 
an, has been in the works for about 
a year and a half. 

Urena hopes veterans will not 
be forgotten on their special day of 
honor. 

“A lot of the sacrifices these 
men and women make contribute to 
the quality of life a lot of us take for 
granted. It’s not until you experi- 
ence what you don’t have that you 
notice what you do have,” Urena 
said. 

An inspiration in the truest 
sense, it is fitting Francisco Urena’s 
Latin Faces article should be titled 
“Profile of a Hero.” This generous- 
spirited man, who sacrificed eight 
years of his life in devotion to our 
country, is now firmly committed to 
those who have done the same. And 
at the age of 27, he’s only just 
begun. 

Francisco Urena, veterans serv- 
ice director, may be reached at 978- 
620-3282. 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


At least Eight dead 
- after jet crash in Brazil 


SAO PAULO, Brazil (AP) — 
An executive jet crashed into a 
heavily populated neighborhood of 
Sao Paulo on Sunday, killing at 
least eight people and leaving a 
pile of smoky rubble just months 
after the city suffered the nation's 
deadliest air disaster. 

The plane, a Learjet 35 belong- 
ing to a Brazilian air taxi company, 
slammed into two houses shortly” 
after taking off, said Lucia 
Ferreira, a spokeswoman for air- 
port authority Infraero. The dead 
included four men, two women, a 
child and another person, Sao 
Paulo's state security department 
said in a statement. 

Authorities did not immediate- 
ly say how many people were 
aboard the jet, or how many of the 
dead were in the plane or on the 
ground. 

Investigators were trying to 
determine the cause of the crash, 
but Ferreira said there were no 
immediate indications that it was 
related to the Brazilian air traffic 
chaos and woes including the July 
17 crash of a Tam Linhas Aereas 
SA jetliner, which slammed into a 
building in Sao Paulo, killing 199 
people. 


Israel hopes for 
progress with Bush 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert said 
Sunday he hopes for progress 
toward a resolution to Mideast 
conflict could be achieved before 
U.S. President George W. Bush 
leaves office in 2009, and visiting 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Condoleeza Rice said foot-drag- 
ging would only fan the flames of 
Islamic radicalism. 

Speaking at a conference in 
Jerusalem, the two were joined by 
former British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair — now an international 
peace envoy — in staking out their 
positions ahead of a major inter- 
national peace conference expect- 
ed to take place in the United 
States by the end of the year. 

No Palestinian leader was on 
stage Sunday evening. Chief 
Palestinian negotiator Ahmed 
Qureia was scheduled to speak at 
the Jerusalem conference on 
Monday. 

“If we and the Palestinians 
act with determination, there is a 
chance that we can achieve real 
accomplishments” in the little 
more than a year Bush has left, 
Olmert told the gathering of aca- 
demics and policy-makers. “The 
time has come.” 

Rice warned that if the con- 
ference, slated to be held in 
Annapolis, Maryland, fails to 
produce progress toward the cre- 
ation of a Palestinian state 
Muslim extremists could increase 
their influence on Palestinian 
youth, who have grown up know- 
ing only violence and Israeli 
occupation. 
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Haverhill’s 10 best places you didn’t know ... 


... Or keep forgetting about 


By ASHLEIGH BERGH 
Contributing Reporter 


There have been many days where I’ve 
found myself driving around the streets of 
Haverhill aimlessly, either just because I have 
the free time, or most often, because I don’t 
have a whole lot to do. Every so often I'll 
stumble upon a place I’ve stumbled upon 
once or twice before, and think to myself “I 
have to remember this place!” and yet, some- 
how, I can’t. For those of you who have this 
same problem, or those of you who are just 
looking for a few places you’re missing out 
on, I compiled this list. So read on and get 
going! 

1) Looking for a view? Although I’m not 
sure what “haver” means, we definitely have 
some big hills in this city! (My apologies for 
the corny reference.) There are plenty of 
places to see all of the city, and they don’t cost 
a dime. My two favorite places are Seven 
Sisters Road (the development off East 
Broadway) and Golden Hill Elementary 
School. If you find yourself at Seven Sisters 
Road, the road will take you to the top of the 
hill, and curve all the way around, giving you 
one of the best views of the city. Take advan- 
tage of this view while you can, since houses 
will be springing up faster than you know it, 
and the view will be blocked. Golden Hill 
Elementary School’s view is equally as fantas- 
tic, as long as you don’t mind walking across 
their entire field to see it. For the least 
obscured view possible, go in late winter, 
when the snow is still covering the brush, or in 
the late fall. 

2) Lions and tigers and ... llamas? 
Kimball’s Farm, also off East Broadway, has 
llamas that you can feed year-round. This fall, 
the farm also had a haunted corn maze, and 
starting in the summer of 2008, you'll be able 
to purchase ice cream before or after you feed 
the llamas at their ice cream stand. Just don’t 
feed the llamas ice cream —I hear they’re on a 
strict diet. 

3) Water, water, everywhere. Looking for 
somewhere peaceful to study on a nice day? 
Haverhill has many ponds and lakes, in addi- 
tion to the Merrimack River, that offer lots of 
shade, nice views and quiet surroundings. 
Winnekenni Basin and Kenoza Lake, both off 
Route 110, are popular places for walkers and 
runners, but also offer benches and plenty of 
grass. Round Pond, which is between 
Lawrence and Concord streets, also offers 
plenty of space for fishing or relaxing, if you 
can ignore the steady traffic on both sides. If 
you’re ever taking a drive down Kingsbury 
Avenue in Bradford, make sure you give 
Chadwick Pond a good look, especially at 
night. 

4) Fore! The next Tiger Woods could be 
born right here in Haverhill. Why is that? 
Because Haverhill is home to some of the best 
golf courses North of Boston. On top of both 
the Bradford and Haverhill country clubs’ 
courses, we also have Far Corners Golf 
Course off Kingsbury Avenue, Crystal Springs 
Golf Course off North Broadway, and the new 
Renaissance Golf Club off East Broadway. Or, 
if you're in the mood just to work on your 
swing, head over to Murphy’s Garrison Par 3 
for some driving or putting practice 

5) Table for two, with a side of romance. 
Been downtown lately? Some of the best 
restaurants and eateries are the ones special to 
Haverhill. If you’re looking for a great date 
place, try The Tap on Merrimack Street. Their 
seasonal menu is great no matter what time of 
year you go. If the weather is holding up, and 
there is availability, request a table on the back 
deck which overlooks the river. Or, during the 
warmer, busier seasons, you can request to sit 
out on the Merrimack Street side and people- 
watch while you eat. It’s a win-win! 

6) You've got to have dessert after din- 
ner, right? Walk right across the street to 
England’s Microcreamery, which is open year- 
round. Owner Jane England puts great care 
into her made-on-the-premises ice cream, and 
it’s evident once you try it! This author's sug- 
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gestion for fall: apple ice cream mixed with 
caramel swirl and Graham crackers. It’s apple 
pie in a cup. 

7) Winter can be cold and dreary, but 
it’s fun in Haverhill! After that first snowfall, 
grab your skis and head over to Bradford Ski, 
the perfect place for any beginner or novice, 
and it’s even great if you’re just in the mood to 
hit the slopes without driving hours north. 
Tatersall Farm off North Broadway has many 
trails that are open to cross-country skiers dur- 
ing the winter months, and, if you’re into sled- 
ding, try the super steep hill at Winnekenni 
Castle. Just remember to hit your brakes early, 
or else you'll end up in the basin! 

8) Coffee in the morning, coffee in the 
evening. Need a caffeine fix? Heav’nly 
Donuts in Bradford is the best place in 
Haverhill for a morning pick-me-up. Watch 
Pat make the doughnuts fresh on the premises, 
and while you’re there, try one of their enor- 
mous coffee rolls. You'll be full ‘til lunchtime. 

9) On Broadway (in Haverhill) ... you 
won't find theater. However, you can find the 
Pentucket Players, a community theater for the 
Merrimack Valley area. Although their pro- 
ductions are performed at the Rogers Center 
for the Arts at Merrimack College, the audi- 
tions are held right here in Haverhill, and you 
can be a part of it. Head over to www.pentuck- 
etplayers.org for more information on audi- 
tioning, or even working backstage. You can 
check out the Pentucket Players in their per- 
formance of “The Wizard of Oz” this 
November. 

10) A piece of the beach in Haverhill. 
Looking for some peace on the beach, but 
don’t want to drive all the way to Hampton? 
Head down to the Riverside Park and follow 
the road past the stadium to the back parking 
lot. Right there, on the edge of the river, is a 
wooden stairway that leads right to the rivers 
edge — and a beach. That’s right, there’s a tiny 
little beach right there, nestled on the bank of 
the Merrimack River. This spot isn’t known to 
most people who don’t frequent the park, but 
it sure is peaceful and quiet, and the view is 
definitely worth a visit 

Whether you’re looking for somewhere 
new to eat, something new to try or a new 
place to explore, Haverhill has plenty of hid- 
den treasures right at your doorstep. Give 
some of these a try, and who knows — you may 
even stumble across your own place you'll 
have to remember 
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Top Notch Players 
handle Shakespeare 
with skill, grace 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


The lights dim and a hush falls 
over the audience as four fairies glide 
up to the stage, frolicking on the soft 
green flooring in the blue lighting. The 
fairies are dressed in flowing dresses 
of red and blue, and sandals cling to 
their feet. The stage is set with three 
columns on either side. When turned, 


* these columns become branched trees, 


which worked well to create a forest 
with tree-and-branch shadows thrown 
against the back wall. 

The fairies skip away and are 
replaced with a band of six men in 
plain tunics, who stomp on the 
stage in a merry jig and laugh with 
glee. Next, the main characters 
come to the stage, dancing togeth- 
er, perhaps a bit distanced. Hermia 
(Melody Martinez) is wearing a 
scarlet sash and flowing headband, 
and Helena (Maggie Elliott) is in 
her own long blue headband and 
sash. 

NECC students will perform 
William Shakespeare’s “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream” on Nov. 
8, 9 and 10 at 7:30 p.m., and Nov. 11 
at 3 p.m. 

The Top Notch Players ‘perform 
with energy never before seen in this 
unforgettable play. Star-struck lovers 
Hermia and Lysander (Michael 
Johnson) come up with a plan for a 
secret marriage with the intense 
movements that real lovers would 
make at such an exciting prospect. 
Hermia waves her arms enthusiasti- 
cally, then lowers herself to kneel 
beside Lysander, explaining her plan 


as the two look off above the audi-— 


ence and into the future. Helena’s 
obsession with Demetrius (Jake 
Gardner) is quite obvious as she 
latches onto his leg as he searches for 
Hermia, his love. 

‘Puck (Kim Cote) has the most 
energy of all the characters. She is a 
fun-loving sprite from start to finish 
as she skips barefoot across the 
stage, tripping over imaginary 
stumps and catching herself amaz- 
ingly. 

Oberon (Mark Morrison), king of 
the fairies, and his wife, Titania 
(Orlik Guzman), are adorned with 
long dark capes sparkling like blan- 
kets of stars in the low spotlight. 

The scene during which the two 
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A mid-semester’s ‘Dream’ 
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argue seems life-like as the two cir- 
cle one another like dogs, never 
leaving one another’s eyes and mak- 
ing such abrupt movements that it 
seems they might attack at any 
moment. 

Hippolyta and Theseus, the 
happy couple, are played by the same 
two people who played Oberon and 
Titania. 

The six-man band create their 
own play within Shakespeare’s play. 
Nick Bottom is in the spotlight due 
to his over-confidence and his des- 
perate need to be the center of atten- 
tion. 

He is chosen to play Pyramus. 
The other character that is in a spot- 
light at the opposite end of the spec- 
trum is Tom Snout, who is quiet and 
slow. 

At the end of all the love trian- 
gles, when it comes time for the 
band to perform their very serious 
play in front of the three couples, 
they are all trying their best to be 
careful. Tom Snout ends up playing 
“the wall.” He stands between 
Pyramus and Thisbe, a princess 
played by a man. Thisbe is a tall, 
skinny man with a mustache, bal- 
loons under his shirt to portray some 
kind of a chest, and a long pink 
dress. The two kiss beneath “the 
wall,” and “the wall’s” discomfort is 
quite obvious. Pyramus later finds 
Thisbe dead and stabs himself in the 
chest. He falls to the ground, then 
gets up, making a show of his end- 
less death again and again. He takes 
it further by pretending to cut his 
wrist open and runs back and forth 
across the stage, spraying invisible 
blood all over the couples, his audi- 
ence. 

“Don’t be intimidated by 
Shakespeare. It’s universal,” says 
Kate Conti, a student at NECC who 
had neither seen nor read the play 
prior to the NECC production. 
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Kim Cote plays Puck in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 


Maggie Elliott as Helena argues with Michael Johnson as Lysander in Top Notch’s 
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 


Student talent shines in annual show 


Many genres of 
music represented 


at talent show 
By SARA CODAIR 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Rock ‘n’ roll, R&B, rap and 
Celtic fiddling were the genres of 


*% music heard by those who watched 


Sara Codair photo 


Thomas Giochrist, also known as Young Trigger, raps 
at the Community Outreach Club’s talent show. 


the Community Outreach Club’s 
second annual talent show. 

The winner, Tom Bowling, was 
the Celtic fiddler. He played a tradi- 
tional Irish jig, and the theme song 


from “Braveheart.” 

He said that he has been playing 
the violin all his life, and took up 
fiddling about five years ago. 

He said, “My parents really like 
folk music, so I listened to it a lot, 
and found that I really liked the fid- 
dle, so I took it up.” 

The second-place winner, 
Thomas Giochrist, rapped under the 
alias of Young Trigger. 

Jaime-Lee Rodriguez took 
third, for reading two original 
poems. Each poem was fully loaded 
with powerful emotion, covering 
topics like gang 
Lawrence and socio-economic 
issues 


violence in 


Rodriguez was not the only 
poet; Lathan Jones also shared 
some of his original works. 

There was also a handful of a 
cappella singers, including a stun- 
ning duet by Daniel Potter and 
Orlik Guzman. They sang a song 
called “Dark I Know So Well” from 
the Broadway musical “Spring 
Awakening.” 

They both graduated from 
Whittier Tech — Potter in 2006 and 
Guzman in 2007 — and both also 
members of the NECC chorus. 

Overall, the talent show was an 
enjoyable event, and a great show- 
case of the talents NECC students 


possess. 


va 


Page 10 NECC Observer 


Nov. 7, 2007 


Yolanda visits NECC 
to help raise money 


for scholarships 


By SARA CODAIR 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The Women of NECC will be 
hosting a fashion show to raise 
money for their endowment fund at 
their annual tea this afternoon. 

Well-known fashion designer 
Yolanda and her models will present 
the fashion show. They will be mod- 
eling holiday fashions. 

According to Jean Poth, vice 
president of the college and member 
of the Women of NECC Board of 
Directors, “Everyone is coming; we 
are overbooked. There are 250 peo- 
ple from the school and the commu- 
nity attending the event.” 

The abundance of people attend- 
ing the event has caused some tech- 
nical difficulties. According to Poth, 
they originally were going to have a 
T-shaped runway. However, because 
they had to add extra tables, the run- 
way will now be a straight line. 

“This should be interesting and I 
am very excited about it,” Poth said. 

According to Poth, they have 
raised over $7,000 on ticket sales 
alone. . 

“The event is no cost to us. 
Everything has been donated,” Poth 
said. 

The food was donated by 


Corporate Chefs, and the flowers are 
from Flowers by Steve. Boston 
Coffee Cakes donated 250 coffee 
cakes, one for each guest. 

There will be two items __ raffled 
off at the tea, both donated. The raf- 
fle tickets will cost $20. 

One of the items being raffled is 
four Celtics tickets. The seats for 
these tickets are located directly 
behind the Celtics bench. Poth says 
the tickets’ are worth about $1,200 
each. 

The other raffle item is a night at 
the Pops. This includes four tickets 
to a Boston Pops concert at 
Symphony Hall, and round-trip limo 
service. 

Poth said the Women of NECC 
is a group dedicated to raising funds 
for scholarships. The group is made 
up of 165 women who are staff, fac- 
ulty and community members. To 
join, a $20 membership fee is 
required. 

A board of 42 people runs the 
group, and the president is Geraldine 
Murphy. Murphy has been president 
since the group started in 1997. 

“When they first started working 
as volunteers, they had a zero base, 
and they now have over $100,000. 
That’s a tremendous achievement,” 
Poth said. “This fiscal year, they 
gave out 15 scholarships and have 
over $100,000 in their endowment 
fund, which they want to continue to 
grow, so there will be scholarship 
funds for the future.” 


Courtesy photo 


Yolanda is standing between Jean Poth and Pat Hartleb, who are both members 
of the Women of NECC Board of Directors. 
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When they first started as volunteers, 
they had a zero base, and now they over 


According to Poth, the total 
amount they gave away this year 
was $15,000, and last year they gave 
away $11,000. 

Scholarship applications will be 
available online on Feb. 1, 2008. 

In addition to the annual tea, the 
Women of NECC will be hosting a 
holiday party on Dec. 14 at Indian 
Ridge Country Club in Andover. 

They will also be providing toys 
for the 47 children at the day care 
center on NECC’s Lawrence cam- 
pus. 


$100,000. 
achievement. 


That's 


a tremendous 


-Jean Poth 


Professional critiques student art 


Students have a 
chance to learn from 
a successful artist 


By SARA CODAIR 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


On Nov. 5, Richard Raiselis, a 
painter and professor from Boston 
University, paid a visit to NECC. 

Raiselis did portfolio critiques 
for the school’s top art students this 
afternoon, and gave a lecture this 
evening to a larger group of students 
and faculty. 

Raiselis spent time with 
individual students to critique their 
portfolios. 

“Portfolio reviews are a great 
way to bring a different perspective 
on a student’s portfolio,” said 
Lindsay McCulloch, the faculty 
member who organized the event. 
“He gives them feedback on things 
that are going well and things they 
need to improve.” 

For student James Barrile, who is 
studying graphic design and visual 
arts, it was his first time having 
someone who was not one of his 
teachers critique his work. 

“T hung all my work on the wall 
so he could get a complete view of 
where I was starting from,” said 
Barrile. “He talked about what he 
saw in my work, and what he thought 
I was and wasn’t aware of. ... He 


oe ee 


really gave me a lesson.” 

Rhiannon Lombard, who also 
had her work critiqued by Raiselis, 
said, “I gained insight on my 
education path, and what I need to do 
in order to reach a more fulfilling 
personal goal.” 

Lombard said that it was good to 
have an outside opinion on her work. 


Lombard said Raiselis confirmed 
what her teachers had been telling 
her. 

“I found a reassurance of beliefs 
that I have been working on,” said 
Lombard. 

Following the critique, Raiselis 
gave a lecture for any students who 
wanted to listen. 


Sara Codair photo 
Richard Raiselis critiques the portfolio of student Elizabeth Patterson on Monday 
afternoon before his lecture. 


“The visiting artist lecture is a 
really important part of the art pro- 
gram at a school,” said McCulloch. 
“It’s good for the students to see a 
practicing artist and to hear about the 
path he followed to make his career 
as an artist.” 

Raiselis started out the lecture by 
showing a drawing he drew when he 


was 8 years old. From there, he con- 
tinued to talk about his progression 
as an artist from college to where he 
is now. 

“T always enjoyed art as a kid, but 
my parents told me to get a nice desk 
job,” said Raiselis. 

He started out as a biology major, 
but switched to art junior year with- 
out telling his parents. 

He then shared his experiences 
about painting in New York, teach- 
ing at Temple University in Rome, 
and what he painted while he was 
there. 

He then spoke about living in 
cold, dark Michigan for four years, 
then moving to Boston, where his got 
his present job teaching at Boston 
University. 

As he spoke about his life, he 
had slides of his paintings on the 
overhead that represented the period 
in his life that he was talking about. 

He spoke about where he was 
when he created the pieces, and what 
went into creating them. 

He offered advice about color 
and vanishing lines, and said that the 
tuler was on of his most important 
tools. 

He said the best compliment he 
ever received was from an old 
Korean woman. As she would walk 
by him painting, she would look at 
his painting, then at his subject, and 
say, “Same, very same.” 

“I hope they gain further inspira- 
tion to continue making art,” said 
McCulloch. 
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“Whaddaya say we skip the Johnsons’ house? 
Grandpa’s on a tight schedule.” 
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Mayors address climate change 


Government and 
industry officials 
meet in Seattle 


By WARREN CORNWALL 
The Seattle Times (MCT) 


Mayors weren’t the only people to 
show up at the U.S. mayors’ climate 
conference in downtown Seattle. 

Corporate America was a con- 
stant presence, drawn by the prospect 
of capturing business, influencing 
policy and promoting their environ- 
mental image. 

Company lobbyists milled in a 
hallway of the Edgewater Hotel, chat- 
ting up some of the more than 100 
mayors gathered here. 

The 29 sponsors of the event, 
ranging from Méicrosoft to the 
Alliance of Automobile 
Manufacturers, had their-names dis- 
played on a poster and on brochures 
that went to each mayor. 

Some of the sponsors even had a 
chance at the podium, intermingling 
talk about greenhouse gases with sub- 
tle pitches for their products. Going 
green, clearly, is tied for some com- 
panies to earning some green. 

“T think it’s really about exploring 
potential partnerships,” explained 
Lynn Cutler, a former high-level offi- 


cial in the Clinton White House who 
now works for a Chicago law firm, 
and is co-chair of the national Mayors 
Business Council. 

In her purse, she carried 
brochures she gave out to mayors for 
a client — a company that cities can 
hire to track people’s recycling and 
reward them with shopping coupons. 

The economics of climate 
change, and its effect on businesses 
was a chief topic at the two major 
events Friday, the final day of the 
two-day conference. 

New York City 
Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, at a 
lunchtime speech 
before the mayors, 
called for a federal 
tax on greenhouse 
gas emissions, 
coupled with a cut 
for employment 
taxes. 

The issue spilled over into 
Seattle hearing by the U.S. House 
Select Committee On Energy 
Independence and Global Warming. 
There, Bloomberg, a former 
Republican turned independent, 
sparred with committee Republicans, 
including Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner, 
R-Wis. 

Sensenbrenner warned that join- 
ing the international Kyoto climate 


change treaty would hurt businesses, 
unless developing countries like 
China also joined. 

“From the moment that treaty 
was drafted, it was clear that it would 
have heavy impacts on the economy,” 
Sensenbrenner said. 

Bloomberg told the committee 
that America should take the lead, not 
wait for others. 

“We're complaining that we’re 
not going to do it because the other 
guy’s not doing it. It doesn’t make 
any sense to me at all,” he said. 


We have to get off the hypersized 
consumption. 


-David Suzuki 


But for much of the meeting, the 
mood between mayors and business- 
es was a friendly one. 

McKinstry, a Seattle company 
and one of the chief sponsors, deliv- 
ered a presentation to the mayors 
about how they could improve the 
energy efficiency of their government 
buildings. 

The firm has a fast-growing divi- 
sion that does just that. They included 


Global warming could 
cause health woes 


Experts point to 
viruses, heat waves, 


water-borne disease 


By Davip WHITNEY 
McClatchy Newspapers (MCT) 


From algae blooms in the 
Chesapeake Bay to heat waves, 
drought and fires consuming the 
West, global warming is stirring up 
public health problems that are likely 
to worsen, witnesses told a Senate 
committee Tuesday. 

They pointed to as many as 
35,000 deaths in 2003 during a sum- 
mer heat wave in Europe. They cited 
the spread of the West Nile virus, 
unseen in the United States eight 
years ago, to 47 states. 

It’s not a question of if there will 
be health effects from global warm- 
ing, said Julie Gerberding, the direc- 
tor of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. “It’s a question of 
who, where, when and how,” she 
said. 

The testimony came during the 
19th hearing this year on global 
warming held by the Senate 
Environment and Public Works 
Committee. Next week the commit- 
tee’s global warming panel begins 
work on legislation introduced by 
Sens. Joseph Lieberman, I-Conn., 
and John Wamer, R-Va., to cut emis- 
sions by 60 percent by 2050. 

The legislation would allow 
states such as California to move 
ahead with even tougher laws. 
California has been fighting the Bush 
administration over its groundbreak- 


ing law and is expected to file a law- 
suit this week against the 
Environmental Protection Agency for 
delays in issuing a waiver it needs to 
impose limits on car and truck emis- 
sions. 

The Senate committee’s chair- 
woman, California Democrat 
Barbara Boxer, cited the raging fires 
in Southern California as the kind of 
effects that could multiply if 
Congress doesn’t act soon to cut car- 
bon dioxide emissions, which are 
believed to be a cause of rising tem- 
peratures and extreme weather condi- 
tions. 

Gerberding referred to a Centers 
for Disease Control chart which 
showed that rising temperatures are 
likely to affect public health because 
of heat waves, severe weather, rising 
air pollution, water-borne diseases, 
water and food supply disruptions 
and even refugees resulting from 
civil conflict. 

The chart foretold increasing 
rates of asthma and cardiovascular 
diseases, malaria, dengue, malnutri- 
tion, migration and premature death. 
During the 2003 heat wave, the CDC 
chart showed, 14,802 died in France 
alone. 

Boxer focused on the death last 
month of a 14-year-old boy after his 
brain was attacked by a rare amoeba 
he picked up while swimming in 
Lake Havasu in Arizona. The amoeba 
thrives in warm water. “We are 
beginning to see what happens when 
the water warms,” Boxer said. 

Gerberding said that more needs 
to be learned about the fatality, but 
she acknowledged that the emer- 
gence of such rare events “is exactly 


what we are here to talk about.” 

As in virtually every other hear- 
ing Boxer has held, Tuesday’s focus 
on health problems from global 
warming brought strong retorts from 
the panel’s senior Republican, Sen. 
James Inhofe of Oklahoma. Inhofe 
charged that the concern over health 
and global warming “has fallen prey 
to politics.” 

He focused particularly on malar- 
ia, saying the mosquito-borne disease 
also can spread when it’s cold. He 
suggested that the best way to eradi- 
cate it was through the use of DDT, 
which was banned worldwide more 
then three decades ago because of its 
harm to wildlife. 

Inhofe said concerns then “did 
not support a ban” on the pesticide. 
“Let us not repeat history again,” he 
said. 

But Susan R. Cooper, the com- 
missioner of the Tennessee 
Department of Health and speaking 
for the Association of State and 
Territorial Health Officials, said 
global warming “has the potential to 
place unprecedented demands on 
public health infrastructure.” 

Cooper said that temperatures in 
drought-plagued Tennessee remained 
above 100 degrees for 11 days this 
summer, causing 15 heat-related 
deaths. The. algae bloom in the 
Chesapeake resulted in a major fish 
kill this summer. 

“States continually and effective- 
ly respond to weather- and climate- 
related events, but the systems are 
being taxed as these types of events 
appear to occur with increased fre- 
quency and with greater severity,” 
she said. 


a coupon for each mayor to get a free 
energy audit of 10 city buildings. 

Others came with a message urg- 
ing mayors to think twice about how 
city’s regulate greenhouse gases. 

A representative of the American 
Chemistry Council, which represents 
chemical manufacturers, called on 
mayors to give businesses flexibility 
in how they meet environmental tar- 
gets, such as how to build a “green” 
building. 

The mayors conference launched 
a new climate-change alliance with 
businesses, the 
Climate Protection 
Council. The charter 
members are the 
automakers alliance; 
the chemistry coun- 
cil; the chemical 
manufacturer 
DuPont; Johnson 
Controls, a company 
that works on ener- 
gy efficient buildings and makes bat- 
teries for hybrid cars; compact fluo- 
rescent light bulb maker TCP; Wal- 
Mart; and Waste Management, a 
national trash hauling and recycling 
company. 

The mayors conference declined 
to say how much each company paid 
to sponsor the climate conference, or 
to be on the climate council. 

But the partnerships made some 


uneasy. 

David Suzuki, founder of the 
British Columbia-based David 
Suzuki Foundation, an environmental 
group, said environmentalists are 
ambivalent. 

Companies like Wal-Mart can 
have tremendous influence by order- 
ing products made with less environ- 
mental impacts, he said. At the same 
time, they rely on an unsustainable 
push for more and more consump- 
tion, he said. 

“We have to get off this hyper- 
sized consumption,” he said. 

He also questioned the presence 
of the auto industry. 

The automakers’ alliance, which 
represents nine major car companies, 
has fought efforts to require increased 
fuel efficiency in cars. 

“I think it’s always good to be 
talking,” said Matthew Godlewski, 
the alliance’s vice president of state 
affairs, of the reason for helping 
sponsor the event. 

Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels, 
whose administration is counting on 
tougher car standards to cut green- 
house gases here, said the automakers 
would be frustrated if they hope to 
stymie how mayors tackle car pollu- 
tion. 

“My hope is they’re here to work 
with us and not try to thwart us. But I 
do think we need to listen.” 


No recognition for 
salmon species 


The government not 
to put rare fish on 


endangered list 


By CRAIG WELCH 
The Seattle Times (MCT) 


The kokanee of Issaquah Creek, 
ruby-red fish so rare that none have 
been seen in seven years, weren't 
important enough to be protected 
under the Endangered Species Act, 
the federal government announced 
Tuesday. 

Four years after King County 
Executive Ron Sims declared the 
summer run of Lake Sammamish 
kokanee extinct, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service finally responded to 
years of requests to save it. 

The answer: No. 

Tuesday, biologists with the 
agency said that the landlocked 
salmon, which once wriggled by the 
thousands up Issaquah Creek to 
spawn, were indeed genetically dif- 
ferent from the other fish in the lake. 
But they weren’t significant enough 
that their loss would alter the fate of 
the region’s entire kokanee popula- 
tion. 

“Did losing them mean there 
would be no more kokanee in Lake 
Sammamish? No,” said Doug 
Zimmer, Fish and _ Wildlife 
spokesman. “Does it mean there will 
be no more in Lake Washington? No. 
Does it mean there will be no more in 
the state of Washington? No.” 

Few were surprised by the deci- 
sion. Oddly, it may not even prove to 
be the last gasp for a run of fish that 
numbered more than 15,000 just two 
decades ago. 

Since the mid-1970s, a combina- 


tion of fish-blocking culverts, pollu- 
tion and muddy runoff from suburban 
development all helped push the 
kokanee’s decline. At one time, 
workers at the Issaquah Fish 
Hatchery actually killed kokanee fry 
because they carried a virus that 
could harm sockeye salmon being 
introduced into Lake Washington. 

In 2000, King County biologists 
spotted the last two kokanee ever 
seen heading up Issaqualt Creek. At 
the time, late runs of kokanee, which 
spawn up other creeks in winter, were 
also shrinking. Environmental groups 
asked the government to save the dis- 
appearing summer run, in part 
because the environmental changes a 
listing would force on the creek sys- 
tem might also help save the winter 
runs. 

“It was unlikely that a decision, 
even back then, would have amount- 
ed to much for the summer run it was 
too late,” said David St. John, a King 
County water-resources manager. 

But the federal agency ignored 
the request for years, saying it was 
swamped with requests to protect 
other species. 

So earlier this year, local officials 
began their own efforts to help the 
late-season runs. The city of 
Sammamish is removing or widening 
culverts, and others are restoring win- 
ter-run creeks. This fall the county is 
hoping to breed juvenile kokanee in a 
hatchery. Federal biologists even 
think that one day kokanee might 
eventually recolonize Issaquah Creek 
on their own. 

But in the meantime, the county 
and environmental groups this sum- 
mer asked Fish and Wildlife, again, 
to use the ESA to help kokanee — this 
time the winter runs. 

This time, St. John insisted, “we 
expect to hear something soon.” 
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Water wars loom over Great Lakes 


Gov. 


Future water 
shortage threatens 
to divide nation 


By Tm™ JONES 
Chicago Tribune (MCT) 


While the West burns and the 
Southeast bakes, there is little to sug- 
gest a large-scale, climatological 
catastrophe playing out any time 
soon in the Midwest. In fact, farmers 
in Iowa and Minnesota had trouble 
last week harvesting their corn and 
soybean crops because there had 
been too much rain. 

But potentially huge battles over 
water are looming in the Great Lakes 
region as cities, towns and states near 
and far fight for access to the world's 
largest body of fresh surface water, all 
of it residing in the five Great Lakes. 

Call them water wars, with the 
Great Lakes states hunkering down 
to protect what they see as theirs. 

New Mexico Gov. Bill 
Richardson, a Democratic candidate 
for president, gave voice to his water 
lust early this month by suggesting 
that water from the Great Lakes could 
be piped to the rapidly growing and 
increasingly dry southwestern states. 

"States like Wisconsin are awash 
in water,’ Richardson told the Las 
Vegas Sun. 

Richardson soon backed off after 
swift protests from the Midwest, 
including a resounding “No” from 


ya 


ARIES - Before mid- 
“a Gs week, a close friend may 
rind gently challenge your 
social opinions or roman- 
tic choices. If so, remain philosophic: 
minor jealousies between friends and 
group irritations will soon vanish. 
Tuesday through Friday highlights 
unexpected home changes, revised 
property contracts and new sources 
of income. Many Aries natives will 
now, and over the next 12 weeks, 
steadily increase their financial secu- 
rity. After Saturday, rest and pamper 
the body. Emotional vitality may be 
low. 


eo) 


Taurus 


TAURUS - Business 
contacts and new roman- 
tic invitations may now 
arrive from unusual 
sources. Early this week, pay atten- 
tion to group events, planned cele- 
brations or family reunions, Many 
Taureans will this week expand their 
social outlets, daily business routines 
and workplace commitments. 
Cheerfully accept all creative pro- 


_ posals or new team assignments: 


before mid-November, exciting 
prospects will demand concrete deci- 
sions. A demanding week: stay 
focused and get extra rest. 


GEMINI - For many 

‘Geminis, minor physical 

~. ailments will now demand 
aati attention. Areas affected 
are upper chest, throat, large muscle 
groups and dental irritations. Some 
Geminis may also experience vivid 
dreams or a new awareness of deli- 
cate family decisions. If so, sudden 
impressions will reveal a private 
romantic history: stay open to rare 
clues and expect delicate discussions 


- 


Michigan’s Democratic 
Jennifer Granholm. 

That won’t be the end of it. 
The fires in Southern California, 
the prolonged drought in the 
Southeast and the shrinking flow 
of the Colorado River, which 
feeds seven western states, have 
underscored the importance of 
water supplies in rapidly devel- 
oping regions and the determina- 
tion of a handful of states to hold 
on to a resource they see as key 
to their economic future. 

With fresh water supplies dwin- 
dling in the West and South, the 
Great Lakes are the natural-resource 
equivalent of the fat pension fund, 
and some politicians are eager to raid 
it. The lakes contain nearly 20 per- 
cent of the world’s fresh water. 

“You’re going to see increasing 
pressure to gain access to this (water) 
supply,” said Aaron Packman, a pro- 
fessor of civil and environmental 
engineering at Northwestern 
University. “Clearly it’s a case of dif- 
ferent regional interests competing 
for this water.” 

Eight Great Lakes-area states, 
from Minnesota to New York, and 
two Canadian provinces have pro- 
posed a regional water compact that 
would, among other things, strength- 
en an existing ban on major water 
diversions outside the Great Lakes 
Basin, home to 40 million Americans 
and Canadians. That proposal still 
has to work its way through several 
legislatures, and then it must go to 
Congress, where the political balance 


with loved ones. After Friday, new 
business associates will search out 
your opinions. Be bold: your ideas 
are valid. 


CANCER = Loved 
“oO ones may this week ask 
© probing questions or offer 
unexpected statements. 
cancer Recent social or family 
triangles will now require patience 
and diplomacy. Stay focused on 
short-term solutions and expect pub- 
lic debate to inspire new home 
options. Some Cancerians may 
encounter a rare ultimatum from a 
friend or relative. Take your time: 
added information or a private agen- 
da may soon be revealed. After 
Friday, remind others of your bound- 
aries: a confident approach is best. 


LEO - Complicated 
employment duties will 
soon disrupt daily rou- 
tines. Early this week, pay 
special attention to the pri- 
vate mistakes of younger colleagues. 
Written documents or financial cal- 
culations may need verification. 
Don't neglect small tasks: key offi- 
cials are silently evaluating your 
efforts. After Thursday, relationships 
from the past may reappear or 
demand completion. Use this wave 
of private nostalgia to resolving lin- 
gering differences or doubts: it's time 
to move on. 


M 


Vargo 


Leo 


VIRGO - Improved 
employment strategies or 
new educational pro- 
grams will soon trigger 
intense workplace dis- 
cussion. Monday through 
Wednesday, expect friends and col- 
leagues to encourage business cre- 


of power has been tilting west and 
south for decades. 

But there are also comparatively 
smaller but no less significant frictions 
among the states trying to protect the 
water, notably in the Milwaukee sub- 
urb of Waukesha, which wants to pipe 
Lake Michigan water into its commu- 
nity because its drinking water wells 
show high levels of cancer-causing 
radium. The Waukesha conflict stems 
from the city’s being outside the vast 
Great Lakes Basin, which means the 
Lake Michigan water it would use 
would not be returned to the lake; it 
would be lost, draining into the Fox 
River and ultimately finding its way 
down the Mississippi and into the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

Waukesha is a small but impor- 
tant example of the potential prece- 
dent-setting nature of diverting water 
to a city or state outside the Great 
Lakes Basin. 

“There’s a concern that the 
thirsty in the Great Lakes region will 
set the precedent locally, even though 
they may be 5 or 10 miles outside the 
basin. But 20, 30 or 50 years from 
now, that precedent could be used to 
send water to far-flung reaches of the 
continent,” said Peter Annin, author 
of “The Great Lakes Water Wars.” 

“If you make the exception at 15 
miles, what about 30 or 50 or 500 
miles? That’s the fear,” Annin said. 

Water levels of the Great Lakes 
are down substantially, and while 
that may be part of the historic cycle 
of ups and downs, water managers 
argue the region must jealously guard 


ativity, revised routines and 
increased skills. Don't hold back: this 
is a strong time for career planning 
and rekindled ambition. Later this 
week, an unusual social triangle may 
require quick thinking and delicate 
words. Misinformation and past 
romantic disputes are accented: stay 
alert. 


LIBRA - Fitness, sensuality and 


: ‘emotional health are 


highlighted over the next 
nine days. Many Librans 


libra’ will now allow recent 
physical ailments and 
romantic disappointments to fade 


into the past. Remain dedicated to 
your own goals: loved ones will soon 
offer fresh options, new insights and 
bold statements of approval. After 
Thursday, refuse to be drawn into a 
private dispute between friends or 
colleagues. Your responses will be 
closely scrutinized: remain sensitive 
to the needs of others. 


SCORPIO - A surprising roman- 


tic invitation may ‘this 
| | week arrive without warn- 
L, ing. After Tuesday, watch 
Scorpéo for old lovers, forgotten 
friends or emotionally dis- 
tant colleagues to ask for greater 
involvement in your private life. 
Although socially complicated, new 
relationships or rekindled passions 
will prove rewarding: cautiously 
explore all proposals. Later this 
week, a rare financial opportunity 
may demand a quick decision. 
Partnerships and home businesses 
are accented: remain flexible. 


ae 


what is here. At the same time, more 
communities are discovering con- 
tamination of their drinking-water 
supplies, which has already increased 
the pressure to obtain Great Lakes 
water. A recent report forecast water 
shortages in northeast Illinois by 
2020. 

“We are the water belt of the 
nation, and we have a real oppor- 
tunity to not only do the right 
thing environmentally but also 
have a sustainable management 
policy that makes tremendous 
economic sense for the region,” 
said Todd Ambs, water division 
administrator for the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural 
Resources. 

“T wouldn’t say we are awash in 
water, but there’s certainly enough 
(water) to have a strong economic 
driver,” Ambs said, to lure back busi- 
nesses that left the region. 

In Michigan, Gov. Granholm 
fought with Nestle Waters North 
America over the company’s pulling 
millions of gallons from Lake 
Michigan for its Ice Mountain bot- 
tled-water franchise. The state has 
negotiated limits on the amount the 
company can pump. 

When he was House majority 
leader, former U.S. Rep. Dick 
Armey, R-Texas, warned a gathering 
in Michigan that federal control of 
Great Lakes water would not be in 
the state’s interest. 

“We’re not going to be buying it. 
We’re going to be stealing it,” Armey 
said in 2000. “You’re going to have 


SAGITTARIUS) - 
Work schedules will 
now require careful 
Sagittarius planning. After Monday, 
expect loved ones to ask 
for added family dedication or 
renewed home commitments. In the 
coming weeks, business obligations, 
although controversial, are manage- 
able: remain openly diplomatic and 
all will be well. Late Saturday, some 
Sagittarians may be offered a com- 
plex romantic proposal or rare oppor- 
tunity for travel. If so, respond with 
caution: important private informa- 
tion will arrive after Nov. 21. 


6 be deeply felt and easily 
Capirerm expressed, Offer a sin- 
cere reaction to all fast social com- 
ments: potential lovers will respond 
positively to group support, genuine 
invitations and a cheerful attitude of 
acceptance. In the coming weeks, 
many Capricorns will experience 
vitat changes to their marital or 
romantic status: watch for subtle but 
important clues. Late this weekend, 


CAPRICORN - 
Over the next few days, 
romantic passions will 


-an older relative may require detailed 


financial advice: don't hesitate. 
7 AQUARIUS : 
VN Encourage shared duties 
and revised family sched- 
Aquarius ules over the next eight 
days. Someone close may 
this week feel misunderstood or 
undervalued. Take your time and 
probe for detailed answers: loved 
ones, although privately cautious, are 
now highly motivated for change. 
After mid-week, a sudden business 
inspiration may arrive without warn- 


to protect your Great Lakes.” 

That’s the incentive behind the 
proposed water compact. David 
Naftzger, executive director of the 
Council of Great Lakes Governors, 
said he is optimistic that the water 
compact will be adopted by the eight 
states and approved by Congress. 

“It’s our water and there’s an 
interest in ensuring that it is used sus- 
tainably,” Naftzger said. “If we don’t 
have a good framework in place 
we'll start to see shortages and con- 
flict.” 

Noah Hall, who specializes in 
environmental and water law at 
Wayne State University, said there is 
an urgency to get the compact to 
Congress before the next census, 
because the eight states involved 
could lose 10 to 15 seats in Congress. 

Hall said Congress is inclined to 
approve regional water compacts, but 
noted there is “no way for the Great 
Lakes states to prevent the federal gov- 
emment from taking the water if the 
federal government wants to do so.” 

Northwestern’s Packman said the 
issue that needs to be addressed is 
“how many people do you want liv- 
ing in those (water-short) areas and 
how much agriculture do you want to 
support?” 

History suggests that question 
will be ignored in favor of scram- 
bling for new sources of water. 

“Tt doesn’t make economic sense 
to send Great Lakes water to the 
High Plains or the Southwest,” Annin 
said, “but we know the thirsty will be 
calling.” 


ing. New career opportunities will 
soon demand consistent research and 
an unyielding dedication. Find posi- 
tive ways to nurture growth. 


PISCES - Delayed job 
or financial applications 
will now require your full 
attention. Before mid- 
week, official paperwork, 
completed documents and legal con- 
tracts will work strongly in your 
favor. Respond quickly to unique 
permissions and new proposals: this 
is the right time to implement contro- 
versial or highly creative ideas. After 
Thursday, a recently silent friend or 
lover may express a need for lasting 
change. Stay alert: a new home rou- 
tine or bold statement of loyalty may 
be necessary. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week: 
Over the next 9 weeks new love 
affairs will need to expand or include 
family celebrations, short-term travel 
and revised home schedules. If, how- 
ever, serious progress is stalled or 
delayed, expect sudden and dramatic 
romantic changes by mid-December. 
Passionate decisions and new social 
invitations will vie for your attention 
throughout the next few months: 
remain cautious and wait for power- 
ful feelings of acceptance to arrive. 
After Jan. 21, financial speculation 
and fast business proposals may be 
misleading. Avoid risky investments 
or large purchases for the next four~ 
months and expect key officials to 
provide misinformation or limited 
permissions. May 24 through June 
11, watch for a powerful shift in 
property contacts and financial abun- 
dance. Stay alert to fast home 
improvements: quick choices may be 
necessary. 


A 
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Boston sports are on top this year 
hiv. ss a 


With two out of the five New England 
teams looking to be on top of their leagues 


Sox, Celtics and Pats 
giving local fans 
lots to smile about 


By MIKE VACCARELLO 
Contributing Reporter 


New England sports are finally 
on top! The Red Sox just won the 
World Series, the Patriots are going 
to go undefeated if there are no 
injuries, and the Celtics have a win- 
ing line up for the first time since 
Larry Bird and Kevin McHale. With 
two out of the five New England 
teams looking to be on top of their 
leagues for the next few years, fans 
all around are smiling and happier 
then ever. 

Your 2007 World Series champs, 
the Boston Red Sox. To some it is 
like a bad dream — two World Series 
sweeps in three years, after waiting 
86 years for one. There will be many 
more to come as well, with the all- 
star line up that Terry Francona and 
Theo Epstein put together. The Red 
Sox should sign free agent Mike 
Lowell, but other than that their ros- 
ter is stuck for a few years. At the 
backbone of that roster are Dustin 
Pedroia and Jacoby Ellsbury, the two 
rookies that could have easily one 
MVP of the World Series with 
Lowell. These young faces are the 
faces of a new dynasty in the mak- 
ing. 

Speaking of dynasties, how about 


Brett Favre remains 


top quarterbacks in the league 
ay. 


the next few years, fans all around are 


smiling and happier than ever. 


them Patriots? 

The Pats are 8-0 and aren’t 
going to be slowed down at all. If 
there are no injuries to this team 
they have the depth and talent to go 
16-0. Randy Moss being acquired 
by the Pats through a trade from 
Oakland during the off-season gave 
Tom Brady just the receiver he has 
always wanted, but Belichick didn’t 
stop there. He also traded for Wes 
Welker, and then signed unrestrict- 
ed free agents Adalius Thomas, 
Donte’ Stallworth, and Sammy 
Morris. 

What is important about getting 
those guys around Moss (except 
Thomas, who is a linebacker) is that 
they are also a dangerous option on 
the field. That takes the pressure off 
Moss, which is leading them to a per- 
fect season. People believe that 
Boston sports are known for trading 
away all their franchise players, but I 
think this off-season the Celtics took 
a page out of Belichick’s chapter on 
signing big-name players. 

For the first time since 1986 with 


Bird and McHale, the Celtics have 
the opportunity to bring home the 
NBA title. On the day of the draft 
the Celtics traded Wally Szczerbiak, 
Delonte West and the draft rights to 
Jeff Green to Seattle for the draft 
rights to Glen Davis and Ray Allen. 

This was a huge pickup for the 
Celtics, because they needed a vet- 
eran player on the court other than 
Pierce, and who better then a seven 
time all-star that averaged 26.4 
points per game last season? If 
Allen wasn’t good enough for them, 
the Celtics made the trade of the 
season: getting Kevin Garnett from 
Minnesota for five players, a 2009 
first round draft pick and some 
cash. 

Not only does Garnett bring his 
12 years of experience along with 
22.4 points per game and being a 10- 
time all-star. Garnett has never won 
a championship so he his hungry for 
one, which gives Boston hope that 
the presence of Pierce, Allen and 
Garnett will bring the title back 
home. 


ew England Sports Teams 


¢ The Pats own the NFL’s 
best record and look 
geared for another Super 
Bowl run 

¢ Three Super Bowls this 
decade 


¢ Just won their second 
World Series in four years 
¢ Built for the future with 
good pitching and young 
talent 


¢ First in the ACC 
Conference and eighth in 
the country 

¢ Have Heisman candidate 
in quarterback Matt Ryan 


¢ Have their best team 
coming into the season in 
years with additions of 
Garnett and Allen 

¢ Are favored in the East 
to go to the NBA Finals 


Getty Images photo 


Brett Favre broke Marino’s TD pass record this year. 


After 17 years, 
Favre is still with the 
Green Bay Packers 


By SANJAY MEDVITZ 
Contributing Reporter 


The coin fell on the grass and 
heads was the call. The Green Bay 
Packers elected to receive after 
Denver Broncos kicker Jason Elam 
sent the game into overtime with a 
time-expiring field goal. 

On the sideline, Brett Favre 
stood studying defensive photo- 
graphs, preparing to take the field. As 
he lined up his team to begin a long 
game-winning drive, Favre had 
much bigger things on his mind. The 
ball was snapped and he launched the 
ball into the air. Eighty-two yards 
later, Favre was 3 feet off the ground 
with both hands sky high and a gap- 
ing smile upon his face. With the 
look of an 18-year-old kid, all that 
could be seen was joy as he ran cir- 
cles around the field. 

At 38 years old Brett Favre is 


one of the 


a Ga canes @ 


At 38 years old, Brett Favre is still prov- 
ing to be the most youthful player in the 


NFL. 


still proving to be the most youth- 
ful player in the NFL. Each of the 
past three seasons the Packer leg- 
end has contemplated retirement 
and ended each season in tears 
fearing it was his last. Despite a 
career high in interceptions in 2005 
and a rough year in 2006, Brett 
continues to play the game he grew 
up loving. 

Entering his 17th NFL season 
Brett Favre has managed to turn a 
very young Packers team into a con- 
tender, and this rejuvenated veteran 
is enjoying every second of it. So far 
in 2007, he has thrown 11 touch- 
downs on just six interceptions” A fter 
throwing one of those touchdowns to 
Donald Driver earlier in the season, 
Brett sprinted to the end zone and 
lifted Driver up. By lifting his 
receivers in the end zone, Brett Favre 


has made 38 the new 28. Even his 
wife, Deanna, still lives on each play 
after 16 seasons. 

We have not seen Brett this 
happy since his glory days in the 
mid-’90s. Favre has already accom- 
plished everything a quarterback- 
could dream of. He is a three-time 
MYP, and won the Super Bowl in 
1996. 

This season Brett became the 
NFL leader in passing touchdowns 
and wins by a quarterback. With all 
these accomplishments, it truly is 
amazing that a man at 38 still has the 
desire to compete this hard and is 
enjoying it like Favre is. With the 
“spygate” controversy and the 
Patriots and Colts grabbing head- 
lines, Brett Favre and the youthful 
Packers have provided us with the 
feel-good story of 2007. 


Boston Red Sox win 
their second World 
Series in four years 


By JOE TERLIKOSKY 
Sports Editor 


For the second time in 90 or four 
years, depending on how you look at 
it, the Boston Red Sox are World 
Series Champions. In four games, 
they defeated the Colorado Rockies 
at Coors Field in Denver. 

The Sox did what many thought 
they would do against a not-as-talent- 
ed Rockies team that had won 21 of 
their last 22 games before facing the 
Red Sox. 

The Sox did it the way they had 
been doing it all year with good 
pitching and timely hitting. The 
Colorado pitchers just never seemed 
to stand a chance against the Sox’s 
stacked lineup. 

In Game 4 it was no different. 
This time it was Mike Lowell and 
Jacoby Ellsbury who led the way and 
gave Boston a sweep and another 
World Series. 

Lowell took home the MVP for 
the Red Sox. He homered in Game 4 
to give the Sox a lead that they would 
not give up. For Lowell, this is his 
second World Series title, as he won 
his first with the Florida Marlins in 
2003. During the Red Sox rally in 
Boston, the fans displayed how much 
they want to keep Lowell. After this 
season he becomes a free agent. 

The fans started a chant that said 
“Don’t sign A-Rod,” and “Keep 
Mike Lowell,” which meant that they 


wanted Lowell to remain the every- 
day third baseman. Catcher Jason 
Varitek said that it turned out to be a 
Mike Lowell parade. 

“He’s such a special teammate to 
play with,” Varitek said. 

Maybe the ownership should lis- 
ten to the Captain. 

The past two seasons with the 
Sox, Lowell has hit .284 and .324 
respectively, while hitting 20 or more 
home runs in both seasons. 

As for the Rockies, their dream 
season came to an abrupt end. After 
winning 14 straight games just to 
reach the playoffs, they swept their 
first two series before running into 


« falta ices hie 
Mike Lowell won MVP of the World Series. 


the Sox. 

Still, the players and fans in 
Colorado have plenty to be proud of. 
This was their first playoff appear- 
ance since 1995 and first World 
Series appearance in franchise histo- 
ty. Nobody would have guessed that 
this team would have got this far at 
the beginning of the season. The 
future looks good for Colorado. 

The Sox, on the other hand, have 
plenty to be proud of. They look like 
they could be geared for another deep 
playoff run in 2008. 

The key is to sign key free agents 
like Mike Lowell and Curt Schilling 
and stay healthy. 


New England beats Indy 
24-20, remains undefeated 


Pats improve their 
record to 9-0 by 
defeating Colts 


By MICHAEL ANDERSON 
Contributing Reporter 


This Patriots team just cannot be 
beaten. 

Reason No. |: Tom Brady. 

Reason No, 2: Randy Moss. 

Who can beat the Patriots right 
now? 

Please, someone, anyone, name 
one team that can beat them. The 
undefeated Indianapolis Colts had a 
10 point lead on them in the fourth 
quarter at home and they still lost. 
The San Diego Chargers were blown 
away earlier in the year, and the 
Dallas Cowboys were burned to a 
crisp at home, too. 

Roger Goodell might as well 
mail the Lombardi Trophy to 
Foxborough before the Christmas 
tush. In fact, he should rename it the 

Bill Belichick Trophy before he 
mails it. 

What is happening right now is 
ridiculous. The way the Patriots are 
defeating their opponents is the same 

“way many people beat teams in 


Madden ‘08. All I heard before the 
game on Sunday was how good 
Peyton Manning was and how the 
Colts defense was going to shut 
down the Patriots receivers. 

The Colts went ahead and double 
teamed and even triple-teamed 
Randy Moss. In the end, Moss came 
out with nine catches for 145 yards 
with a touchdown. Don't forget his 
one-handed catch, too. So much for 
all that coverage on Moss, right? 

The strange thing about Brady's 
day was that he was so-so. He man- 
aged to throw three touchdown pass- 
es, and rack up 255 passing yards. 
Those three touchdowns set an NFL 
record for a quarterback with at least 
three touchdowns in a game for the 
first nine games of the season. 

His numbers for the season are 
staggering. Brady has a passer rating 
of 131.8. In fact, you can't go any 
higher than 158.3. He has 33 touch- 
down passes which has him on pace 
for about 60, and so far Brady has 
totaled up over 2,600 passing yards 
and that has him on pace for almost 
5,000 yards. Eat your heart out 
Peyton Manning. 

Mike Vrabel led the way for a 
defensive charge late in the game 
with a key sack and Roosevelt Colvin 
was in the right place at the right time 
when Peyton Manning fumbled late 


in the fourth quarter. 

Vrabel had five tackles, and Ty 
Warren led the team with seven tack- 
les. 

If the Patriots can win when they 
allow Colts running back Joseph 
Addai total up almost all the offense 
for the Colts with 216 total yards and 
commit as a team 10 penalties for 
146 yards, that in the end sets a fran- 
chise record. Then they can beat any- 
body. I mean, how can a team let all 
that happen and still win? 

You and I know that Bill 
Belichick doesn't want to hear about 
all that 16-0 stuff, but Bill is going to 
have to accept the fact that his 2007- 
2008 New England Patriots are going 
to go 16-0 and are going to become 
football’s greatest team ever. In two 
weeks the Patriots play the Bills, and 
then they play the Eagles, Ravens, 
Steelers, Jets, Dolphins and Giants 
all in that order. Will any of those 
teams hold the Patriots at bay? I don't 
think so. 

Come January, the Patriots will 
probably be playing the Colts in the 
AFC title game in Foxborough, and if 
Sunday's game was any indication of 
what life will be like for these two 
teams, then that game will be very 
entertaining and you can be sure that 
the Patriots will be ready and wait- 
ing. 


NECC Observer Nov. 7, 2007 Page15 


1. Who won the NBA 
Finals last season? 


2. What two All-Stars 
did the Celtics get 
this off-season? 


3. When was the last 
time the Celtics won 
the NBA Finals? 


4. How many players 
did Boston give away 
to get Kevin Garnett? 


5. When is the Celtics 
home opener? 
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Back Page 
Halloween spirit takes over campus 
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en on Nov. 2 in the Sports and Fitness Center on the Haverhill 
campus. From ghouls to superheroes to police officers and everything in between, everyone made quite an 
impression throughout the afternoon. 


NECC students came dressed to impress for Hallowe 


Stephanie McLean shows off the squash she 
decorated at the pumpkin and squash decorat- = 

: Jason Bernal brought 
ing table. : 

the spirit of the Boston 
Red Sox as_ catcher 
Jason Varitek. 


Lucy Baldwin and Babak Alian talk 
about all the costumes and festivi- 
ties of the day. 


Students had the opportunity to decorate a pumpkin 
or squash or stick their hands inside plastics pump- a “Lazytown Doll.” 
kins with mystery fillings such as “pig intestines.” 


Bruce Potter introduces Felisa J. Alicea as 


Lathon Jones struts his 
stuff as a pimp. 


All photos by News Editor Jasmin Pastrana and Editor-in-Chief Joni Quinn 


